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90 i958 



met J 



titt&tdd s^tates Boiise of Hei^resentatlvesj 

Sitil>o,biM:Utee of the Committee on 
mBi-IAmeifiofiin Aoti^iktikeSf . 

R®^ ^offStf He^ I 



the ' Siatoijommittee of tBie cjdpmitt^e oin Ito-itoo-koaiB AotilvAtfies 
jpuir^ittiQic to recess, at iOijOOi ffl* m., i.o «ooml 429, ffeflospaJL 



( 

ESlouiaev .'(mslsouifl^ 0 pffes&tfihg^ 



¥o3r 



CoWihouse. jPoiey Sqiaaff©, He^ ^ov&o W®" ^OffR, Bob, Moraia 

_ i ■ I ; f ■ II 

I!aoui<]ier (ishalirman of the stibctmmiLttee) 

iComittlttee memhesrs pspe^eoH; « Sepffesoffltat&vesi Hoipaa S3. 



Beffnard W« (9at)Sesuraey(IIetr 



t, GoirdoQ H. Schesreff (9h&f>). 

Sta|ff E^emh^s presemtit :?sraaK S, TavooffleiPi, JJp., Cotaaseii 

DoJLioffes ^^ott&p invest igatloTo 

£37.' ISeavney; (paros&^&a;s). ' staiBKs.taESiilttde it9&&iL ^ &d 

, j I ■ ': ■ I , " 

offd.!!^?. ' i 

E^i iTPaJreMcjip, Ift&iMlbaei, tj&All ;yot!a ooaei foimii^fl pAogsse? 

ca?i iKoaffoey. Do y©«aiswaaff that the testto^ay ywo aipe 

ah^V tol sl^e wiAA to© the itffi^h^ the ^oio tspiattinQOfl aotMfflg • 

the ^vv&^hp ^o he&p yotpi CSejifi? : . j ' 



. .1. ii- - 



i iM tsum n; 




Biptiopd^ S iiire at 2120 - 33£d 'P.oaAo Long SsJLffiDtf 

City ^0 He?: ITo^Ko Sly oeeupaiiioit is Speo&bi Officer at present 

i , ■ ■ , 

esiipilosf|<i>«l hy tSi^e Oej^os'tmeAt of V<»lfAre« 2 sua forty -seven 
jrears I of age, 

Taveniner, How ioog have you Bteen; employed by the 

Oei^msnt of p^liKjee, 

' ' ■ i 

Wi?\o Hlttdope, Since June i5p 1935. 
Si^lo Tttvenner, Is f^hst the 
^ity bfi MetiflSurk? 

?\, Bintfo^e, Ve&p air. 



ttrie T^venber. What is the 



BepArtm<«tt of Welfare of the 



general character of work 



that yroiiB perfoina in thi^ Departmeot of Welfaire? 

atrift Rittdofeie. Wellp I nainnain law and order in the tielfare 
lent; X! am employed at oiie of tteweifaire centers « namely ^ 



principal cierk« and then« with 



the Yo^kville fiffeifare Center at 134 fast 68th street. 

Tavenner. Have your dtjities been substantially the 
same 8iince;you| vere first employed by the Department of Welfare? 
fiiiodone. Ko^ sir« 
I^!, Tavenner. What vsre y^ur duties between 1936 and 19407 
Rindo^eo W«»lip I can relate the Jobs that I had. 

I 

tiarst s^s&rtetf &a & Jmsilosr ci^srfic and then I became a 
uiait c.LerK^ That the sealoir clesrK« thesk I became a 



the quest &oa of clvii eerviLce 



eB^esrling the pictusre^ aXi hsd to taKe v&srlous t 
S| becaine |a . neaaeogerp a pay;roXl meaaengreffp aa 

i^am payffoil neaaenges' I becamcf at that time the 

isia Speoiliil PatrolnaDo Now it haa been recxasaifled ftatf 



that you held? 



jLa Kuipa as SpeciaX Officer « 

msto Taveaaer« Over the period of X935 to 1940^ what was 
the cjlUuracte?! of the positidas 

illtr. Biadpneo WeXlp between *34 and *40 S was Junior 
oXer&j, mit clLerl^^and mcosiBeager, 

ibfo Vaveaaer, Slbr« Itladonex^ during the period of your 
emplcjj'tBiBnt , by| the o&ty of Kev lior^ liave you at any tiLme boon 
s mmln^ the cenanmist Party;? 



lit.. 



Stlnd^ne, Yes, I bave. 



Bfr. Tavekiner. Win you ton the contmittee, please^ when 



that 
nate? 



ffijaoheirship Otegan aA<3 when 



|]|^« Slndjone. Weii^ in order to refresh oy menory X nade 

' I 

notes hfBre, S joined the Communist Party In 1936. 

' '. 

Bbr. TQveinner^ Bov long diid you remain in the Communist 



Part^? 



to do 



It terminated^ If It did terml- 



Ilr« Weii^ as: fai» as X was concerned S would ilKe 



to p!i|f>^!ebt here a paffenthes^. 



the CiciiOEnsiiiist 

I ■ 

Wis boiioerbed 



Mrty« There is 
0 X dldD^'t attend 



jailt^l th!e Qottsiuiilst l>arty 



Tbu see I) nobody resigned from 
no such thing and^ as far as X 
any more meetings lor have anything 
beginning In or around X94x« 



th<«Bf4 firdi*(ai ^hoi^ eJais 700 m6 



I , • •• 

. AlDdooe. Wai.lo S ^<ub i^pAo^ed ait an offjLoe of 
the then predeceases' to the lOepartm^Dt oi W©4£ffljpo^ oaAM 
the fij^rg^ncjr jfieiief Swreftti^i Gail as S ^^immlf stated^ S 
mus a I junior cAeffis^ and after X 



I tvas: 



did soiwe&jL at that and t usesd to ooiieot laaybe 



a hundbred idpilars each pay day^ 
iDvit^eld to some of the ea^iofw 

I 

JLnv&t^ilonsp i mgrseJLf did apt raallze what the set-vtp aotua&Jty 
V88 uBtii much iater 00, 



vas elilg^JLQJred there a fev usogssd 
appi^oaol^ed trarioue |peopie teiUi^g ae that &t ^ fonsed 
an emnioyees' | organ&zatioa ve vbuid have a better iot aad thiLngs 

; I I . , 

voia&d |be iMtter^aiHl K went lahead anid signed up many of the 
employees 'in this labor osg&iniaAtlon as i$ voroi, ealled the 
Assooklatl^n of Workers la Puttlls Sellef ilgenoles. 



these! 



wfiis twenty-four years of 
people tirere really up to. 



It wasj a g^od ithlng. They said 

I I 

was g^ing ;to help people out of 



et oeteraji, that S.oas f Anally 
1' hoimes Siindpaf ter : aboiss two 



age and X dldn<>t realise vhat 



Blowev:er« | after two Inviftat Lonsp 2 was asKod to join the 
Communist Party. They sold me k Mil of goods on It, 2 thought 



andp liutt knowing full the conspiratorial aspect of this Kind of 



It vma fo^ a 1I»etter ^imeir&cao It 
worKj, and so forth aikd so ob« 



a political imrty« I willingly joined and signed a Conununlst 
Party oard, application. | 

Ur, Tavenner. That was In {1936? 

I 

MSt. Rlndoae. Yes« air. 

nr. Tavonner. Win you tell us who was Instrumental In 
getting you to become a member of the Party? 

Mr. Blndone. Well, It Was a Mr. Sidney Alegander who 
evidently — I only found this out later on — it seems the 



he was assigned to develop me. i 



Be took me to lunch and Invited me to his home and 



went out socially with me and he 



didn't know that. 



evidently had the task of 



deveiopl&g me. X didn't know that. 

At his home one evening at nth Street and Second Avenne 
at the Stuyvesant Apartments « X vas asked to join the 
Communist Pnrty, and he signed, he sponsored me. You see, you 
have to have a sponsor. Be sponsored my application, and X 
became a menber of theCommunlat Party, 

Ur, Tavenner. Was this man^Aiekander, an employee of the 
City Government? 

ifr.Jtindione. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavonner. In what capacity? 

Mr, aindone. Be was social 



same agency, 208 East 23rd Street. 



Ur; Tavenner. Nofw, were you 



Communist Party at that time or li particular oell? 



Investigator employed at the 



ass%ied to a group of the 



; I . 6 

I 

Mr. Bipapne. Well, at thfdt particular time, the Ewrgency 
Belief Borenu was set up on the basis of one office for each 
police precinct In the dty whljch mean 99 precincts and they 
opened offices wherever they oo^ld. 

As far as my luowiedge of the doings of the Conununlst 
Party was concerned In the aier^ency RellefBureau, each office 
had Its own distinct ComBunlst ifarty cell. 

Mr. Ihvenner. When you me^ with this group upon your 
first toecomlng made a .ember of Ithe Communist Party, wlii you 
tell us about how many persons w^re present and who they were, 
as far as you can remember? 

Mr. Mlndone. Yes, sir. At, the meeting which took place 
in Sidney Alexander's home, as I previously stated, there 
was his brother-m.iaw, Gilbert Kahn, K-a-h-n. He was also 
a social Investigator. 

I later found out that that was his brother-ln-iaw. 
Mr. Tavenner. Itey I Interrupt a moment? 
If any of the people whose n^es you are going to give 
us are presently e„loyed by the ckty Government or have been 
up to a recent period, I would like for you to state it as a 
descriptive matter of the Indlvld^i. 
Mr. Blndone. i wlj^ sir, 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that particular person, Mr. Kahn, employed 
now by the city Government, or has he been employed recently? 
Mr. aindone. Well, my last ciontact with Mr.Kahn, of my 



ovn KDQVXedge, I Know he vas a aienber of the Welfare Oepartnent^ 
but I don't Knov vbere he is voviking nov. 

Ut» Tavenner. At how late {a period vas it that he was 
connected with the Welfare Department? 

Mr. Rindone, Weii^ x Know he was connected with the 
Welfare Department up to about « l would say« as farn my 
Knowledge is concerned 1939« yovi see, because this particular 
office I mentioned moved from those premises and I was 
transferred to another office. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. Will you proceed now? 

Mr:. Rindone. Yes, sir. Anojther person who was present 
at the meeting was Sidney Goldring. Be evidently had an 



apartment in the same building wfiieh X later found out and his 
wife was employed also by the Weifare Department. The latest 
information available to me on M^. Goldring is that he was 
still with the Welfare Department. However, I heard that he 
was brought up on trial of some sort by the Department and 
dismissed. 

Mr^ Tavenner. About when? | About how long ago? 

Mr, Rindone. Well, to search my memory, it is quite 
some time agp. It was in vario^ publications that he was 
tried and dismiissed by the Department of welfare. I would 
say roughly around the year *42. ; 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you Know whether or not membership in 
the Oemaninist Piarty had aaythingito do with his expulsion or 



8' 



lilp. ^BdoBe, He« I tfoB't really taum beeause I tfoB*t ftnww 
of BB^Bo poiisoB iB aU^bs yoirii tlykt I liiva bMB ei^leyad 
Itf th0 OepBrtBieBt of Weifaro viio liiw beoB fired for beiBg b 



OOBBIlBlst. 

Ilr. TiiveBBer. All rigiit. 



Ifr. IdBdoBe. The other persoB that I reeail was Barry 



S olotarow. Be was thea a Sooiai lavestigator aad at phe 

vorhiBg nth the Mew Tom City 



Will you proeeedf pleaae? 



preseat time I inov that he ia 

Bomiag Authority as aa Aaaiati^Bt Booaiag Maaager. I beUeve 
he wvae ia oae of the deveiopneats ia Bar lam. 

Ilr. Taveaaer. X thiaft X should atate for the reoord^ 
Ihr. diairBBB, that aeoordiag t^ our iBforaatioa that iadiridual 
has Bov left the OeanuBiat Slwt^. 

All right. Will you i^ooeedf please? 

Mr. BiBdoae. Aaother persiia who was preseat «as ttrs. Barry 



Solotarow. Thtf was the wife of 



Barry Solotarow, Bar bbbb 



was JMephiBe Biiobogea. The ^t speiiiag X have is 
E-l-i-o-b-o^g-e-a. She was with the Welfare Oepartneat. 

The uet X have heard she still was with the Oepartaeat 
of Welfare. 

Mr, Tatreaaer. Mow, the pe^soB who was assigaed to the 
task of oooditiOBiag you for the 
Mr. Sidaey Alesaader? 

Mr. Biadoae. Tea, air. 



CBBBuaist Farty. you said, waa 



I 
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Mr, Taveniier. Will you |eii us viietlier or not he 
eontinaed in the eapiofoent of ^he City eovevniiient« whether he 
is nov 80 enpioyed^ if you hnov? 

nr. Bintfone. Weii« he vorttetf for Welfare and then I 
don't know Just what happened to him beoause the last tine 
I net him I met him at one of aur offiees on Benry Street 
and he was telling somebody hoi he was inisaris« and so forth* 
and so on* and from other disoassions whieh I had I was led 
to believe that he was no longed with the Welfare Department. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. Willyon^oontinne? 

Mr. Bindone. Tea* sir. 

Another pmoa who was preiieat was samnei Bhapiro. Be 
was an inv^tigator and he was tvorking with the Welfare Depart- 
ment. The list t heard of Mr. Siiapire was through Federal 
authorities; who elaimed that he worBttlfor the Federal Oovarameat. 

Mr. Tawenner. Do you know in what eapaeity or in what 
department of the yed«rai Odreriiment he was employed? 

Vtif, Bifidone. Bo« I do not. I was aaked by Federal 
authorities! to appear at a ibyaity hearing for this person but 

/ 

I 

1 deeiiBOtf beoause I reaiioed tftat the Department of Welfare 
was in the ^nds of the Communist Party and at that point I 



felt that this 

and th0 Cit]fi« State, and Federal 
in aotually idoing the jtfb on the 



haadpioking of an individual 
authorities weren't sinoere 
Comm n niflt Party ap suoh. 



Mr. 



Did I understaMI you to say that the City 
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and Federal authorities were Ddtjslncere? 

Hr.BlDdene. That Is my opinion, air, and I hate to 
say that. j 

Mr. Scherer. Did you say ijoth City and Federal? 

Mr. Rindone, City, State, jand Federal authorities. 

Mr. Kearney. What year was It his? 

Mr. Rindone. Well, the meejting vre are speaking of 
tools pl&ce in 1936. WheD I was Invited to appear at a loyalty 
hearing for Mr. Samuel Shapiro, |I would say was around 1949 or 
thereabouts., 

Mr. Kearney. All right. Proceed. 

Mr, Tavenner. Continue, pibase. 

Do you I Know whether or notj as a xosult of the loyalty 
hearing that was given Mr. Shapiro was discharged from the 
service? 

Mr* Rindon^. No, I don't, but I isnev/ this: that the 
Communist Party which was still then in the Welfare Depart - 
ment,ruB&i(^ pretty much under the aegis of the United Public 
Workers, printed in one of their , publications something to 
the effect that I had something io do with a loyalty hearing 
of one of their employees. I have a copy of that at home. I 
could show it to the committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. If you will, ishow it to the investigator, 
please. 

Mr. Rindone. Ye% sir. ^ou iasked me a question, if I knew 



I 
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what happened to Mr. Shapiro, l don't Rnov what happened to 
Mr. Shapiro. I assume that he is still wortclng for the Federal 
GovernBient. The people that approached me to testify i never 
asked questions of. 

' mi be very fraak« I hai^e been kind of burned out about 
this Whole thing. Everybody Is {playing patsywlth the whole 
thing and It la kind of rldlouli^. We are losing the fight. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Win you proceed now, please? 

MJp. Rlndone. Another persoh who was present vas Seima 
Oeltch. She later married SamuelL Shapiro. She was a cl^ 
With the Department of Welfare. 1 The last I heard she had a 
baby. She resigned from the Department of Welfare, she is a 
housewife. 

The next person that l recall vas Seymour, called 
„?7 '•^ short SiMite . Be was an ! investigator for the Department 
of Welfare ahd the last l heard on an authoritative source 
he was a probation officer in th4 Hew York city courts. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, when wou^d you plaoe^ that position 
as probation officer of the Mew i^ork city courts? 

Mr, Rlndone. wen, x want tjo teiiyou very frankly I 
» app^ired befdire the Conmia^ioner of Invest igi^tlpns in the city 
f7 ^ « picture of Mr, Shute, ,if I know 

him, and! thej^ said — and when I isay "they," i mean Mr. Daniel 
Q'idoiihbrl^ Secretary of the Commisision of latest igations, said 
thai llr^ Shhta. is. working f«r the Probation Dep^tment as a 



Pirotetion dffioer. Vhis m about a y«ar ago. 



BIr, Ti^vepner. He vaa a number of this group of the Com- 
nunist Party with you? 

Hr.Rlndoae. Yes, sir. 

Ittr. Td^voDDor. How late vdald you put his nemibershlp ia 
your group? 

llr. Bindo&e. Weiu« ay last contact vlth these particular 



groups of people tsnaioated when 



« ao I 8ay« this office was 



closed and I was transferred to another office on or about the 

I 

year •39. | 

Ilr.Taii0nner. Have you had piny association with him in the 

j 

CoBttunist Party since 19397 | 

Hr. Bindone. No^ thank Gojd. 

1 

Hr. Tavenner. All rights sir. 

nr. Rindone, Another person who was present at this 
ffleeting was Bussex Tha yer. Thajt is T-h^a-y-e-r. He was 



sort of an assistant supervisor 



at that tiae in this finer gency 



fin lief Bureau. The last inforoation that x had from lir. 
Thayer was given to me by the F^eral Bureau of Investigation 
that ur. Thayer spoke to the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

but he wouldn't unless his attojrney was present, 

I 

Bis attorney was present ai|id be spoke to the Bureau and 

I 
I 

I understand from one of the agents that he went back to the 
Harvard Law School and that he jiiad broken with the Communist 

I 

Party. 



1 
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Ur. Ta?enDer. Do yon know jlu what capacity he went 
back to the Harvard Lav School? ' 

nr. Rlndone^ No, sir, but l| understand that that isa 
school Where they teach law aostly, 

Mr. Kearney. They teach what? 

lir. Bindone. Law. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. | 

Mr. Bindone. That is about all the people that Z recall 
at this particular meeting where I was inducted into the 

Communist Party. Of course, X d^d meet other people at other 

I 

times in the same apartment, < 

j 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, I woul<k like to know the names of 
other persons who were members o^ this group or became members 
from time to time. I 

I 

Mr. Bindone. Tes, sir. ' 

Mr; Tavenner. Although they may not have been present 
at that first meeting. 

Mr. Bindone. All right. 

MX*. Kearney. You are asKing now only for those names 
who were known to the witness to |t»e members of the Communist 
Party? i 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, X want ysuto be very careful about 
that, we ar^ asking about theme that you, of your own knowledge, 
can identify as members of your oira CommuBlst Party group. 

Mr^ Bindone. That is right, ibir. Z understand the question. 



Later at neetiags there was a Franeds Berman^ H-e.r-m->a- 
tbebelBt spelling I can ratOBb^r. She vas a secretary to the 
office nanger of the office at| 208 East 23rd street at the 
time. 

Mr, T^vennWk Proceed. 

Ifr.Bindone. Anot^r person who I knev as a Communist was 
Lawrence Kamnetj^K-a-m-B-e-^ Be was then an investigator 
at the same office^ 208 East 23rd Street. I had a position of 
unit GierK which was a position of a clerical nature which did 
clerical work for eight so <lal investigators and in this 
position I was able tooarrya littleweight because I had some 
charge of the distribution of the work. Having been made a 
meniber of the Communist Party t became enthused^ and started 
to signup some people into the Communist Party , recruit them. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was an advantage that the Communist 
Party had was to have a person who was a member in a respon- 
sible position of that character where they could very easily 
influence others? 

Ur. Rindone. Always, even today. So that I recruited 
I«wrence Kammet to the Communis|t Party. The last I heard of 
Mr. Kammet, he wasn't working fj»r the Department of Welfare. 

Bowever, on January lOth, !1951, I appeared at the CIO 
headquarters in Washington, O.C., at which time I testified 
against Abram Flaxer, the Interhational President of the 
united Public Workers, and at this hearing was Lawrence Kammet. 
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The Chairman at that time bf this closed hearing was 
Mt. Rieve, Textile Worters, and I remember telling Mr. Rleve, 
the Chairman^ while I tras on thei witness chair that I had 
recruited Uwrence Kammet who was in our presence. 

The International President! of the United Public V'orkers 
Abram Plaxer made a statement td the effect that I must be 
mistaken becau se Mr. Kaaaaet wa s khe editor of the Public Pecord. 
I understand it is a Midwestern uom:m,U;t newspaper. 

Another person who I Knew a^ a Communist was also 
another one of my f.o-callod recruits. His name was Alexander 

Mr. Tavennor. Will you spell the last name? 
Mr. Rindone. it is S-a-c-k-s. 

Alexander f5aclCE was an attorney also employed in the 
Department of Welfare as a social investigator. He was 
assigned to my particular unit ahd I was given orders by the 
Communist Party to worfe on him and finally I signed him up into 
the Communist Party, 

As I recall he was a pretty disillusioned fellow and 
didn't like the Consolidated Edision Company because they didn't 
give him a Job. 

However^ Mr. Sacks finally w^und up in the Justice Depart- 
ment of the Pjederai Government, the Antitrust Division. I 

I 

recall he made several trips whil^ m this position to New Yorfc 
to see me. ^e toooi me to lunch abd I, at that point, was 



i6 



wondering Whait tliis guy mis up to. 

However^ I ididn*t say or jlo anything about any of this 

I 

business until sueb tine as a Stokes in the World Telegran 
and Sun« a feature writer for ihat papfr- wrote a very sad« 
sobbing stdry about Aiasander Saciiis, who was attacking the 
under Seeretary of War in Oermtiny iind llr* Oaraper on the 
oartel issue in Oeraaay. 

At th^t point I had a revillsion in ay stooaoh that I 

I 

couldn't sti^nd and I got in touclhoith the Federal authorities 
and they in turn came to ay honje and I explained everything 
about Hr. Sacks because at that| point I, > felt that this whole 

I • . 

thing was going too far. | 

i 

X understand froa sone of jthe Federal agents that he was 
brought ba<^ from Germany* suspjended. The suspension was 
Ufted by Barry Ttvmu, throughj President Barry Truman through^ 
I forget his title« his name is | Gordon Gray. Be lifted the 
suspension. 

1 

nr. Kearney. That was the Secretary of War? 
Br. Rindone. At that tine] sir. This Is all in the 
morgue of the New York Times. X had much literature on it 
but it was many years ago, 1948. ! They lifted his suspension 

I 

and brought him back from Gemaijy and I felt sick again at 
stomach. There was nothing X cojuld do about it. The last X 

I 

heard from a Federal inwestigatojr, he lived on East 57th 
Street in Manhattan. X don't know Just what he is doing today. 
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ICr. i^rney. He became a Federal Investigator, this Sacks? 



IGr. RiiMlpne, Be became an | attorney for the Antitrust 
division of the Department of JiidHce. 
Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Hr. Bindone, Those were about all the people that X can 
recall. There probably were a hijlf dozen others vho came and ^- 
vent. 

nr. Tavenner. Tea, Can y««i tell me who took the lead in 
those meetings? Who were the individuals who had the greatest 
responsibility in this group? 

Ilr. Rindone. Well, the senkor mwbers of this group or 
the leaders, as you 8^^ were usuklly Sidney Al^ander, Gilbert 



Kahn, who was the Harxist of thej group, Sidney Goldring. 
They would rotatethe chairmandipi, evidently, at every meeting. 
You iknow the Communist Party mee^s every Tuesday ni^t all 
over the world and eveiry Tliesdayfs meeting would see a different 
chairman. That is to give them the experience in case one 
fellow drops out* Others who we]>e leaders of the group was 
this Ihgsei Thayer^ That is abomt the group of people who 
led this particular ceil of the Conuunist Party. 

Ur. Tavenner. X believe X am correct in my reoolleetion 
of your test itieny that all of these persona were eity en^ioyees? 

nr^ Riad^one. 799, sir. 

nr., Tftv^nner. Was your gronb confined to persons employed 
by tlie city gpveviiment? 



■ r 
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mt. Bindone. Yes, sir, at the place ot my employment 
ail people Oho helocged to the ! Communist Party vere employed 
hy the aaergency RUef Bureau ^nd Its sucessor, the Department 
of Welfare, which started on January 1st, 1939. 

Ite. Tavenner. Now, what ifere the principal objectives 
of this group of the Cooaninist party? 

Ifc. fiindone. if you do no^ mind, sir, I would like to 
give you a little more on the previous questton concerning 
the leMers of the group. I see in my thoughtsthat I have 
additional information. 
Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Ifr. Bindone. Custonarily, the chairman, as I said, would 
have a letter or directive from ithe Communist Party which he, 
of course, destroyed immediately^ after it was read to the 
membersi. The directives were instructions as to the activities 
that the members were to participate in and these, of course, 
would be forthcoming weekly. Thpy were activities, I recall, 
like Joining the picket line in the strikes against the 
Automat, for exanpie. others I remember was a strike against 
Ohrbach's, the department store bn l4th Street, at which point 
I recall very distinctly we were, given orders to stay on the 
picket line even though the poUde requested us to dlsper3e,abd 
we were told that even if the poiice tell us to disperse we 
Should stay on the picket line add be arrested, for which I 
was arrested with several others. I recall Aleaander Sacks was 
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fSSfiite^ a others. Josephine Eiiobogen. 
But, of come, when ve were arrested, the CoomuDlst Party 
arrang0d for ball, et cetera, ai^d itias an open and closed 
shop. There was no two ways abc^ut It. It was strictly a 
Comnunist Party affair. 

At ether times I rectfitaiat jthere was a Western union 
strike and we were told at thesej Coomunlst Party meetings 
on Tuesday that especially those! investigators who are out 
on the field should participate ^n the Western Union picket line. 

I can see a good reason howl why they did it with Joseph 
Sealey and company running that jvhole Western Union. I didn't 
realise myself what it was reaii^r all about, i thought it was 
more or less a labor dispute to li»etter the working man's lot, 
et cetera. There were other instructions. Por example, 
I was assigned at one point to attend an open street meeting 
at Which I was to do my best to disrupt this meeting. it was 
a meeting which took place, i r^Mber it was on Third Avenue 
in the Thirties. It might have l^en 36th Street or 37th Street. 
The speteer, I remeniber, warn a Ciitholic priest, and several 
others Who w^re speaking against |the Kazi pact that Bussia had 
With Raki OeviaaDy, and the Commuiyiat Party unbeknownst to me 
had other pepk>ie in this particular crowd who did their best 
to start the disruption of this i^ing, and As i recall, the 
>olice w^re called out, s«uad carjs, the microphone was bent, 
and the aieetilng was a shambles. I 
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this vas one of the otiier 
Party Instz^oted tbelv aenl»er8 



meet logs. They heoKietf tho eperker as I reneober. and used 
vlelesoe lit disrupting the neeting. Tou could see vegetabxes 



things that the Communist 

to de« break «p these kinds of 



fiyingif carrots » et cetera^ and 



bent by thetime the neeting ended. 



as I say, the oiorephone vas 



that Catholic priest who was 



I cannbt help but remendier 
talking on the d&is at that point. 

Othervise the meetings followed the ordinarycourse. 

Mr» Kearney. i«t me Intsri^upt there, you speak about 
the catholic priest talking on ^ dais: at that particular 
point. Their pattern has not clanged any up to the present 
time, has it, as far as all oler|gymea are concerned? 

I3r. Rindone. That is rigfatl. 

Mr. Kearney. They are atheijsts to start with. They have 
no use for religion and are trying to abolish religion all 
over the world, are they not? 

BSr. Rindone. That is right,! sir. fiscavBse of their 
material belief they do not believe in religion. You can see 
what they are doing in Poland. 

Mr. Kearney. Of course, some of these so^alled believers 
in communism, if the day e»er ooojes when they think they will 
take over this country, win aboJ^sh reiigion here, too. 

Mr. Rindone. That is right. They win put us an in 
chains. 
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I 

Mr, Scherer. Bbt ail, excei^t the Cyrus Eatons who have 
served their cause so well. 

Mr. Tavenaer. Duriag the p^iod of your membership, vas 

I ■ 

I 

there any dlsoussioD about the aejed for stroag oommunist 
organisation within any partlculapr departments of the city 
government? 

Mr. Blndone. Will you rephrkse that a little? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. I said kuring the period of your 
membership (&d the Communist Partyj discuss the need for stronger 
organization within any of the dej^rtments of the city govern- 
ment, such as Federal Housing or iPublio Housing? 

Mr. Rindone. Weil, to be fabtuai and to be truthful, 
we never had much of a communist problem. I am answering your 
quest ioni. We have never had muchj of a communist problem before 
1936 but believe it or not, the emergence of the United Public 
Workers, -which was the final organisation of all of this 

I 
I 

organied the Communist Party as it was never organieed in the 
City of Mew York in the State of Mew York and in the Utoited 
States of America and there was, aci an old saying, that that 
particular local. Local 1 of New YerM City of the Utoited Public 
Workers was known as the wonder iiieax. They seat erganiaers 
all over the tftoiited States and t ho ^toama Canal. 

(At this point, Mr. Scherer irithdrew from the hearing room.) 

Mr .Rindone. They organised City, State, and Federal 
employees primarily for the purpose of establishing Cammuaist 
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Party oexxs in the City, State; and Federal Government, and in 

I 

the Panama canai in which they ivere ousted at one point. 

This was done by the Uniteid Public VorKers of America, 
CIO, at that time. Local l, stairtine; in New York City, believe 
it or not. 

tiOLt includes all of civilL servlco, every vents, of life, 
the laborers, the psycho legists > the psychiatrists, anything 
you can thlDJS of, parft employees, aity Kind of person that had 
anything to do with city, state^ or federal government. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of course, tliie united Public Workers of 
America was later expelled from the CIO because of Communist 
Party activity. 

Mr. Rindone. That is righ^. 

After I testified against its international president, 
they were ousted. I testified on January 10, 1951, and the 
Executive Boards th^ew^'hlm out tti February, 1951. 

Mr, Kearney. But they are still in existence today? 

Mr. Rindone. Ko, sir. They put the lock on the door. 

Mr, Kearney^ Who has takei^ over the United Public Workers 
of America? 

Mr. SiridoB^. It is defunct,; sir. However, they are in other 
aspects of our city, state, and ifederai government. For example, 
they are in Housing. You see, bjefore I ever openea my mouth 
I had to makeip my mind to one thing, that I had to level even 
if it meant the sacrifice of me not going to another position 
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which I couldn't possibly go to because they ask you questions 
and you have to answer them. I had to dedicate myself to being 
honest and exposing this with every ounce of my being. 

Mr. Kearney. Whatever happened to Abram Flaxer? 

Mr. Rlndone. The last I heai:d oneof the assistant super- 
visors told me, believe it or not, that he is some Kind of 
an engineer In the construction field, because a building was 
going up and there was Abraln, Eiajter. Only recently the 
second Court of Appeals found him guilty for not turning over 
the names to a Senate committee.' 

By the way, that was one of j the Supreme Court decisions 
which set aside his contempt of Congress case. 

Mr, Tbvenner. The case is nciw pending in the Court of 
Appeals for the District of Colunibla. It was set for argument 

In April but since the Supreme Court has agreed to review the 

I 

Lloyd Barenbiatt case, the arguments of Flazer and other 
ca8ea~bave b^en^ontlnued. 

Mr. Kearney. There are sev^m other cases pending on that 
declsioDi. 

Mr. Blndone. So that from Vfeifare, when they put the 
look on the Ubited Piibllc Wornersl, I would like to give an 
explanation of how this happened,] because if i don't you won't 
understand. , 

In I948,i before i read the airtlcie about Alexander Sacks 
in the World Tel^feftm, I had declided that, well, there Ts no^ 
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I 

sense in staying in the Weifar| Department neoause it is a 
losing fight. So X arranged to get a transfer to the courts, 
which was ail signed, sealed, ajnd delivered. 1 was on vaction 
and saying my "good byes" to evjerybody until X met an individual 
vho is now a member of the Appeals Division of the city Beclassi. 
fication Board, Anthony Buaso. | I said, "X am leaving Welfare 
and being transferred to the eolrts, good bye," and he started 
a conversation, "What do you thitdcof the idea of starting 
a right -Wing United Public Work^s organisation?** 

So my immediate reply was, j"How many members do you have?** 
H© said, "Nobody but myself." The challenge was so great 
that I set the transfer to the Icourts aside and immediately 
started the organi2sation of a rijght wing CIO organization. We 
wore given refuge by the Utility Workers of America, the 
Consolidated Edison Employees Un^on, and from that day on 
until the time I testified in Washington at the CXO headquarters, 
the United Public Workers were stripped of their charter and 
ousted from the Welfare Department by order at that time of 
Commissioner Hilliard. 

Now, Where did they go from Welfare? From Welfare they 
started to go in the Housing Depa|rtment. Mr. Jack Blgei, who 
was one of the people whom Xinew jis a CommunistTwirhMr 
of the Uhited Public Workers locally, and Frankle Herbst. moved 
into the Housing Authority. They! sat there at the Housing 
Authority and they stacked tb6 Hbiaing Authority with all their 
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people. They had a big orgaDisbition In Welfare. They had the 
ruD of the place. Kow they hadj no home so they went iato 
Housiag and In Housing they started the usual thing. 

You see^ every one of thes^ Housing developments, every 

one all over the Uhited States of America , has a tenants 

1 

organization which is run by the Communist Party. 

Now, from my luiowiedge of the worKing of the Communist 
Party^ each one of the Housing Offices where people pay 
their rent, et cetera, has either a Communist Party cell or 
some Communist wording in there; meeting on the side with 
the Communist meoibere of the tenants organisation, and telling 
them vhat to do and what not to |do or what questions to raise 

when they ceme in for their gricjva&oes with the BouBlng people^ 

I 

and so forth and .so on* | 

It vas tie same thing in th^ Department of Welfare. We used 
to have the workers aligns o and poor people pioKeting out 
in the street for relief « and our Communist Party cell 
assigned a Communist from our ceil to meet with the Communist 
represonting the unemployed so that we oould get together 
and tell them that "When you come into the office you taring 
ten people and when you see Conrade So and 8o,who is going to 
meet with you« you hang on the table and malce a lot of noise 
and break a window or something^ and disrupt the routine of 
the of f ice«** iVhere people were seated in order to apply for 
relief « and tihroug^ these pre88ili|es the Communist Party works the 
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same. Dot only Id Welfare but Houslog, Id the Federal 
courts. Id the City courts. Id )the State courts, aoy place you 
could thlDKi of . : 

BIT. TayeDDer. I waot to k^iov whether you are express log 
it merely as aa opiaioD, 

Ur, BlDdoDe. Kdow ledge aa^ fact. 

Mr. TaveoDer. Or whether you have any factual information 
regarding the organizatioa of CiMunist Party groups within 
tenant coundils. ' 

Mr. Rinidone. Well, let me j put it this way. I related 
to you that the office at which 'we all worKed in this Communist 
Party deil had moved and the employees were dispersed to various 
other cuff ices. 

(At this point, Mr.Scherer entered the hearing room.) 

Mr. Rindone. At that parti'cular tiae — God rest his soul — 
former Governor Al Smith had gotjten v/lnd of the idea that each 
otie of these Emergency Relief bujreaus was issuing their own 
Communist Party publication « At! that point it was around the 
year 1S39. The Communist powers! that be in the Welfare 
Department broke up the cells, the various cells which existed 
in the various offices and, as far as I was concerned, told me 
to report to a branch office in the neighborhood in which I 
lived. 

This particular office, branch office of the Communist 
Party, was ideated in Williamsbuil*g. At that time I recall I 
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was malclng $21 a week in wages,! and I had applied strictly 
on my own for one of the first Applicants In the Public Housing 
development called the Williamsburg Houses. When I got to 
the branch of the Flatbush Communist Party, Flatbush Avenue 
Branch of the Communist Party, k met many people whom I did 
not Know but, of course, I knew they were Communists because 
they were in a Communist branch! However, when I lived in the 
Williamsburg Houses, I was assigned to a Communist Party unit 
within the Williamsburg Houses. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was part of the Public Huusing 
of the City of New York? 

Mr. fiibdone. Yes, sir. I recall attending a Communist 
Party meeting at the home of Mr.! and Mrs. Morris Gumpei. That was 
the Communist Party ceii Id the Vfilliamsburg Houses. Mr. 
*nd Mrs. Gbnpei were also meadt»i»rs of a general tenants* 
association in the Williamsburg Houses. The Communists dominated 
this tenants organimation by getting themselves elected as 
officers. 

Although the organimation, en the face of it, was not 
itself communist, it was run by the Communists, but the people 
that attended the aeetiagB didn*l| realize that. 

Thcise meetings, I recall now,, at Mr. and Mrs. Gumpei 's 
house were attended by variotis pdesons wfca were members of the 
Communist Party but whom X did no^ know by name. 

At these meetings usoally the control of the tenants* 
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orgaolasatioD by the Conmaiklst i^rty was the chief topic of 

discuss lOD. 

i 

I renenber another meeting, it vas ob a Simday^in the 
apartment of Mrs. Haberaan. X| recaiX attending this meeting 
and meeting a man whom I vas introduced to as Vr. Beins Norden. 
He represented himself as the Cfiairman of the Housing Commission 
of the Communist Party. 

The discussion involved the Tenants Association and the 
continued control of that. 

I 

Mr. Tavenner. Hay X interxiupt you a moment, there? 

Mr. Rindone. Yea, i 

I 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Mir. Norden also hold a position as an 
employee of the City of New yorfcj in cMnection with housing? 

Mr. Bindone. yes, I later found that out. It was the 
policy of the Williamsburg House^ housing office to send out a 
publication once a month reiatini news concerning the Williams- 
burg Houses and their employees. ' 

In this publication, l saw Where it said that Mr. Heins 
Norden, a member of the New Torh City Housing Authority, has 
been inducted into the Navy. 1 ak not sure of the title which 
he had in the Navy, but 1 thought | it was an officer's title. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman,! think I should let the record 
indicate here that our emaminatioii of the official records shows 
that this person by the name of H^lnz Norden was Housing Manager 
Within the New Yorlc City Housing i^dmlnlstratlon from 194l to 1948. 



This is the person who. identified himself as the head of the 
Housing Commission of the Communist Party « 

movf, let me interrupt you ajgain. Do you know anything 
of a more recent date regarding jHr«Norden? 

Mr» Rindone^ No, very fraJlciy I was shocked when I found 

out that he was a member of the |New York City Housing Authority. 

you 

Mr. Tavennor. Wii^l/j^lvo us jthe approi^imate date of the 
occurrence that you have just described? 

Mr. Rindone. To theb&st of my ability I cous'^tdate it 
ail right. If I had some documeajts I have. However, it was 

around 1940. | 

i 

Mr. TaveuDor. Now let us gb back to an earlier period. 

Will you give us your experience in the Communist Party 
which Would more. fully cover the | period that you first described 
when you were active, and the period of where Mr. Norden 
came on tha scene and where you Uad an apartment at Wiiiiama- 
burg Houses* 

Ur. Rindone. Aa I said, I was making $2l a week, and I 
applied for the apartment, and got it on my merits, and when 
I got there I felt that we should have a social club made up 
of the tenants purely for social purposes. I did not intend 
it to have any political slgnifloanue. I got a good medical 
plan started,, ten cents a week, vhioh was part of the 
organisufttlon, but after accomplleiblng this, I had a person 
visit me by the name of Bernard Kleban. I recall I was eating 



my supper « ikDd he ttnodced ob the cloor« identified bias ex f as 
being associated with the Ameri<j;an L&bor Party ciub in the 
X3th Ass^bly District on Melroaie Avenue in BrooKiyn. 

Mo«« he invited me to Join jthis American Labor Party Ciub. 



I did 80 at the time and paid, I 



believe, one or two months* dues. 



However, inmediateiy upon my entlering the picture at the American 
Labor party Club, I found myselfl voted in as the co-chairman 
of the wholes club. It is difficult to prove that they Knew that 
I was a Communist or for me to siiy that I have proof that 
they are Communists, but evident iy they Knew that I was a 
Communist as far as my own knowledge and conscience is concerned. 
Communism was never mentioned Inthis American Labor Party Club. 

However, later Mr. Kleban r^n for Congress on the American 
lAbor Party ticket. I recall he ran against Dr. Pfelffer. 

Later this club was brought up on charges of communism 
by the Central ALP organization i^nd the club house was closed. 

Mr, Tavenner. Were you requeted at any time to make 
contributions to the Communist Pajrty? 

Mr. Rlndone. Oh, yes. I recall a peculiar incident in 
a way. I recall a peculiar incidjent that happened and I was 
kind of surprised. Of course, I ^owtttow that the Communist 
Party has various levels of organization like the first level, 
where all the sheep are, the second level where the Intermedia- 
ries are, the third level where the top people are, and the 
top level where one person presses the button. I didn't know 



iCDov that and I wHl state that pecuUarity to emphasize ny 
point. I was employed at 208 East 23rd Street and I was 
approached one day by a person whom I had not known to be a 
member of the Communist Party because he waan*t assigned to 
the cell of the Communist Party to which I belonged. He approach 
ed me to sell me what they call an international fighting front 
stamp. The name of this person was Arthur Wells. 



Mr. Tavenner. What official position did he have with 
the City Government? 

BIr. Bindbne. He was an invsfstigator at that time. Then 
later he became an assistant supciirvisor. 

Bfr. Tavenner. Supervisor o^ what? 

Mr. RIndone. A supervisor c^f a gixtup of eight investigators 
Now, when he approached me t^ by this international 
fighting front stamp, the revenue!, of course, from which was 
used for foreign communist causes! all over the wcr id, such as 
the civil war In Spain, I then realized that there was another 
level of comidunlsm in our particular office, not just the first 
ievei, the sheep that met at Conmunist Party meetings, as I did 
and some twenty others. The last | time I saw Mr. Wells, I can't 
say that he was or wasn't a membe^ of the Communist Party but 
anybody that sells International kghtlng front stamps to 
anybody f any logical mind or anybody that knows how the 

Communist Party works, must be a Communist Party member. 

I 

Z understand that later I rel^d»er him visiting me at my 
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place of employments and he was in some kind of a Naval officer •( 
uniform. Then the last time I rUall going to register to 
vote, 1 thittit vas around 1931,, I met Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Wells on the line^ and he greeted me, et cetera, and I said, 
"What are you doing?** 

! ' • 

Re said, '*I work for some niotion picture organissation.** 

That is the last I heard o^ Mr. Wells. Bis attitude wasn't 

i 

too friendly. I d>n*t knov. Ihere are many facets to this thing. 
Things happen that lots of us do^*t ftnov about. Of coursa^he 

was kind of cold,and I just let ;^t go at that. 

I 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you teil^ the committee, please, whether 
or not in your experience in the I Communist Party pu observed 
a plan of favoritism to thosewho were^members of theCommuttist 

I 

Party in the various departments i of the City Government in which 
you worked? 

Mr. Rlndone. Well, there was no question about that in my 
mind. It is the most difficult ijhing to prove. Of my knowledge 
and esperience it is a conspiracyl, purely and simply. People are 
put in certain Jobs by the Communjist Party sothat when the 
Communist Party presses the button they will do their bidding. 

I will give you an example. 1 The Department of Welfare at 
one time had some 8,000 or 10,0001 employees. The Communist Party 
made it their business to have a personnel interviewer assigned 
to a partlcatar job, if there was one red-blooded American 
in one of our offices who for some reason or other was brought 



I 
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up totho main office for some disclpiinary so-called charge, 
this persoiibei Intervlever would be giveh the signal to press 
the button on this guy and down | the chute he would go and out 
of the Department he would go.a^ that gyes for assignments t 
assign So and So here, assign So and So there. 

Mr. Kearney. Those were not Civil Service positions? 

Ilr. Kindone. Those are Civi[l Service pt^itlons of which 

I 

I speak right now. 

Mr. Kearney. Would they not have to be brought up on 
char gas before they could be relieved of their clii 1 service 

j 

status? i 

Mr. Rlndone« Yes. that is ^hat the average citiaen thinks. 

I ■ 

You see. our Department of jwelfare is made up mostly of 
social service employees, nanei^. social invest igator^, 
assistant supervisors, case supejrvisors. and administrators. 

Now. something that the GmiDntnists set up is the fact 
that social case work is a question of interpretation. Teu 
could be the best social case woirker in the world but yet if 
your supervisor, who reads thosej lines, is antagonistic toward 
you for any reason ^aofther iBterj^etation oould be put on it. 

Mr;. Kearney. Now. Just a minute. Even thou|^ they were 
civil starvioe eiq>iloyees7 

Mr« Bindone. That is right! It is going on today. 

Mr. Kearney. Well. X am siiipiy now asking for Inforaation 
tor myself. Under the Civil Service laws a man that is employed 
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in a civil service position hafij to he tried od charges before 
he cani be flred^as X understanJ the law, 

Bte. Hlodone. That Is rlgfatj, sir. 

Itf, Kearney. Were these bb^ tried? 

«r. BlhdQne. They are givj^n the legal hearings, et cetera, 
and so forth. However, when a ^oclal Investigator covers 

I 

.eighty families, for example, | there Is no humai being alive 
that can possibly service eightjf families continuously in every 
aspect, make all the collateryj visits that are necessary, 
spend ftJL the money that is neoejsary without — 

Mr. Kearney. Let me interi^upt again. I am not interested 
in Whether he covers one or eighty families. What I am trying 
to arrlire at is where ras he trled,who tried him, what committee 
tried him, and did the civil SerHceCommission icnow about these 
trials? 

to. Rindone. Any socai investigator who works for the 
Welfare Department is tried by tile departmental hearing machinery. 

The pint that I was trying to make was this: If the Depart- 
ment of Welfare wans to pick on a| particular person there on 
particular le ason they can pull c^e or two of his cases and find 
thirty mistaices and make up a caa^ on it and bring him up on 
charges that he did not service tiiis particular case properly. 

Mr. Kearney. Let me ask youithis. In other words, compared 
to a)Drial, we win say, by a postlii employee or by a civil 
government employee in any of thejagencies inWashlngton, you are 
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telling U3 that the trial la yourj particular situation. Public 
Welfare, was more or less of a fpramed job and the strings were 
pulled by the Communist Party? 

Mr. Hlndone. That is right; I maintain that and I win 
give yott an example of a person ihose name is George Myers, who 
has come to see me since. He woi^ks ibr an insurance company. 
He flatly states that he was railroaded out of his lob. 0£ 
course, his story is that he was lasKed tomake a collection 
for the KAACP in the office and his views on that matter did 
not coincide with the views of thie powers that be in the 
Communist Party in his particular! office and he claims 
that they railroaded him. that they took him into a meeting 
and brought up various charg« and l told him, -The best thing 
for you to do is resign," and I am glvine you his name, George 
Myers . 

Mr. Kearney. Did the civil ^ervice Commission Rnow about 
this way Of trying individuals or jhavlng hearings for individuals 
who were civil Service employees? i 

Mr. aindone. certainly the civil Service Commission, 
the City Covernment, the Mayor Knows an about these things. 

Mr. Kearbey. Then, m other wi,rds, what you are claiming 
18, If I get you right, that they all in cahoots from the 
Mayor down? 

Mr. Illndone. That is right. Let «e explain this. sir, and 
X say this With every honest ounce! of my being. When I was in 



thiit theievfts the Wagner Act in 



the CiolEmiiBist Borty^ you reoaxi 
Congress. 

Mr, Kearney, yes. 

Mr. Bindone, As I said, they gave instructions to the 
Chairi^an to read to ail the members that «e were supposed 



Wagner Act because it wouid be 
Party in their fmieevork of 



I will texx that to the Mayor 



to support the enactment of the 
anotber wedge for the Communist 
activiiCy for the future. 

Now, I recaix^and I wixx sky this very carefuxxy« that 
one of the members » Barry Solrtarow, X bexieve it was« asKed 
about Senator liragner ^s son,**hcw 

reoaxx this very diatinotxy thai; the answer came from Sidney 
GoXdringj> who said that the Partly was worfiing on Rob, Jr., 
and I maice that as a statement 
or the Commissioner. 

Mr. Kearney. Let me understand. What do you mean when 
you say that the Party was worlcing on Bob, Jr.? 

Mr.fiiudone. as I explained before, the Communist Party 
does not recruit any individual. They have a person assigned 
to worh on that person to reorui^t him. 

Now, when Bob, Jr., was in |oo liege, they would get one or 
two students to worh on him» to j^oome friends with him, to get 
mixed up in the things that he liices, not necessarily to mahe 
him a member of the Communist Pairty^and mahe him sign a card 
because thore are many Communist^ who have not signed a card. 
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Hobody K0OV8 tbat they are meabers of the Coamunlat Party 
but they would wortt oa Bob, Jij., to ohaage his frame of miad 
flguriag la the future vhea hJ did become somebody — they 
did this with everybody la lmp|Brtaat posit loas. If you have 
a soa aad you are la Coagress^j they will work oa your soa. They 
did It with my daughter la high school. 



Mr. Kearaey. Ton are aot 



olalmlag that the preseat Uayor 



of Mew York, Mr. Wagaer, Is a iteaber of the Commualst Party? 

Mr. BlBdoae. I dltfa't. i said that the Commualst Party 
worked oo him aad ladoettlaated him. 



Mr. Kearaey. i waaCed to 
Mr. Bladoae. I heard with 



establish that for the record, 
my owa ears aad this Is testimohy 



that the Commualat Party was worklag oa Sob, jr. That klad of 
dlscussloa at a «eii aeetiag la Commualst parlaace meaas that 
somebody Is worklag oa that persoa, aamely. Bob Jr. , to 
ladoct|rlaate him. 

Mr. Soberer. Oaeiltaiof bralaij^hlag. 

Mr .Bladoae. That la ri^t, sir. 

Mr. Ketoaey. Ail right. Proceed. 



Mir. Scherer. Aad you say t 



it prooedure was followed oa 



;hv 

ail polltioiaaa or the soas of plromiaeat people la politioai life? 



airi ia every school la the 



M». Bii^doae. That la right, 
oouatry. Thii is from agr ova kaoirledge that I gaiaed ia the 
Commualst Party. They have Commiiaist Party meiribers. A cell oaa 
start with oae iMber. It oaa start with two members. Whea the 
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CowBuiiifat Plarty HM!^ smiething done they just approach these 
people and these people go to i^rlc, for example, od somebody 
else* They will say, "Ve want you« for example, to worx on 
Joe Kelly's: sob beoause Joe Kelly tea years from now will 
run for some political offioe.*'i That young feiiov is 
indoctrinated. 

Mr. Scherer. But he does hot lukov in many instances 
that he is the subject of Cooni^ist techniques? 

Ur, Rindone. Exactly. I was sold a bill of goods. I 
thought it was a wonderful thing the way they explained it 
until I found out for myself. 

But, you see, the Conranisi nirty is an octopus. If you 
find out after a while that you | have been indoctrinated and 
you are not doing the right thiiiig and you want to get out 
they say, **LooK, Ur. Kelly, if ^ou make one move we will press 
a button and down the chute you j will go.*' 

Mr. Kearney. Now, do you ^till have the opinion that that 
is being continued in the present day? 

Mr. Bindone. Sir, the Communist Party has cleansed itself 
ot, I weuMsay, dead wood, hangers on, et cete<ra, people of 
no consequence. 

Mr. Kearney. Id other words, it is a hard core. 

MrjRindone. The Communis^ Party today is the experienced 
hard core made up of small c^ii^^ 

I Would like to relate this. I work as special officer. 



39 



Z have a police booth. Six feet iavayfrom me is a fellow who 
the City Commission have iavestigated^ has a file that thicic 
on. We ail know he is a Communist. We can*t prove it. 

Mr. Kearney. You men that ia true today? 

Iffir. Bindone. That is todajl. They are a bard core. They 
hav control and they ain*t goii^g to give it up no mattar how 
they put up on top. 

Mr. Kearney. Weil« as an]i)e|nployee of the city of New 
York, would you say today in yoiir opinicnthat the New York 
City employees are permeated with members of the Communist party? 

IIr.ltindone. No question. The Corporation Counsel's Office, 
the Comptroller's Office, HousinjK, Education. The teachers. 

Hri. Kearney. That is fine,, but you in the meantime 
have left the Party for a good many years. 

Ur. Rihdone. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Now, how do y^u know that that situation 
exists today if you are not a meifiber of the Communist Party? 

Mr^BindDne. Sir, when X wad a member of the Communist 
Party from 'SO up to about •4l, t went to various social meetings 
and Compunist party meetings at ^he Mew York School of Music, 
at the Irving Plasai the Manhattiln center, the various places, 
•ad I met peppie who were school i teachers. 

t ^member one girl worked iror a Protestant miaiater. 



She was telling me how wonderful 



all the^e people. I found out tb4 workings first-hand. 



she thought it was. X met 
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Uv. Kearney, tgain l am coif used. That was when you were 
a member of the Communist Party. Nov I am asking youj Bow 
do yott know theise things today if you are not a member of the 
Communist Mrty? 

Hp. Bibdohe. fhat is a goo<^ .question, sir. You see, I 
have testified that I went to seeeral fraction meetings. At one 
time I Recall there was 150 pieople there and at another time 



In working in the Department 



there were over 200 people there, 
of W If are all these years, the time that I spent in the 
Communist Party going to these me.Jting, I met all th^a people 
who have since come up to better positions, positions of policy. 
Mr. Kearney. Bave you given thoiie names to counsel? 

Mr^ Rindone. I have given the names of all those people 
that I am sure of that I could rooall that were members of 
the Communist Party. However, 1 have a reservoir of many 
hundreds of people whom I have mel^ at various Communist Party 
functions over the years in which X was a member of the Communist 
Party. i 

Mr. Kearney. And they are eg 
York today? 

Mr. Riddone. Not all that I 
come in contact with X riacognime. 

Mr, Kearney. Some of them are employees of the City of New 
York today? | 

Mr. Rindone. Many of them, Certainly. 



Bo^ployees of the City of New 



met but those that X do 
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the city of New TorK. X work 
vent to another office I 



Mr. Keasney. If you have jnot given those names to 

I 

Counsel, I wouJd suggest that ipiter you do. 

' i 

Ur. Rintfone. Sir, hundreds! of names is not easy to 

i 

remember, you see, ; 

Ur. Kearney, i am saying khoae names that you rem^ber. 

Ur. Rindone. We have fourteen different offices located 
throughout the five ttoroug^is of 
in only one. For example^ if I 

couldn't tell you the name of the person working there but if 
I saw you, I could recognize you. 

ur. Kearney. All I am asKlngyou to do is give what 
knowledge you have of your own, Kever mind your other offioes. 
If you have, for instance, we will take an arbitrary figure, 
thirty individuals on whom you hiave not yet given the names to 
counsel, some time later give thUn to the counsel, 

ur; Rindone. X can mention aeveral here. 

Mr, Tavenner. Let me suggest to you that you put into 

this record only those that you personally know are members 

I 

of the Communist Party. 

Ur. Kearney. That is right, 

Ur, Tanner. Not persons thcit yqn think nayib^. 

ur. Rindone, That is rights aSr. 

Ur. Tavenner. X wanted you to -be eiear on that. 

Ur. Rindone. Some of the people who X knew as Cammunists 
some of whioh X gave you and X won't repeat those, was Samuel 
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Sorkln; Harold Welnlerde^ JaoK Bi^eii. 

l£r, Tavenner. Nov, just a moiaent. Go bacK to the first 

I 

tvo that syoii mentioned. How vejre they employed Inthe City 
Government? 

i 

Hr. Rindone. Weii« Samuel SorKln was originally a 
social investigator. He ^entuai^ became the business manager 
of LocAl 1 of the subsequent United Public Worlcers of America. 
It vas known by various other names before that. 

i 

samuel Sorkin was at a meeting at the Stuyvesant Casino 
at which point his election cam^ up as continuing business 
manager of this Local i. The pe^pxe were agalnsthim. I 
remember being at this fraction jneeting. That is how I Know 
Sam Sorkin. That is how I am identifying him as a Communist. 
Yi/u couldn't get into this meetihg unless you showed your 
Communist Party book. 

Mr, Kearney. What is your present position today? I have 
forgotten. 

Mr. Rindone. My present position is special officer. I am 
deputized by the Police Department. 

Mr. Kearney, i^t me ask yoi^ this personal question. 
With ail these thicigs going on among the employees of the City 
of New York, the higher ups,what lis going to happen to you 
after this testimony if it does become known? 

I 

Mr. Rindone. Well, I made up my m nd about this in 194 
when I contacted the FBI on Alexander Sacks. 
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Mr. Kearney. How naDy yearjs have you got in now? 
Mr. Rlndone. Weil, I have itventy-three years. 
Mr. Kearney. Hov old are yjou? 

Mr. Rliicloiie. I am forty-^sevjen novt. I have seven years 
to go* 

Mr« Kearney, Weil^ to be vjery personal in my questioning^ 

I 

do you think in your own mind tixat when this testimony of yours 
becomes public you are going to Iba up on charges? 

nt. Bindone, I would be giad and willing. 

Mr. Kearney, I Know how you personally feei, but I am 
Jufit asking you for the record, Ido you have any idea that you 
will be brought upon charges} on frame charges by those 
individuals? Ve will say that, i 

Mr. Aindone. They can't with me, I am not a social 
iftervlc^ worker. ly vorle la not |a question of interpretation. 
Tou see, I wailc around with a pcjilce booK. If I have a person 
approach me I keep vriting namejj time, date. 

Mr. Kearney. But you are a jCivii Service employees? 

I 

Sir. fiindone. That is right .| They have tried that. 

Mf. Kearney. That is what |z atii getting at. Do you have 

j 

any fear that you might be brought up cm charges as a civil 

I 

service employee? 

ICr. Rindone. Not because ptmy work, sir, 

j 

Mr. Kearney. I am not asking you because of your work. 



Are you fearful because of 



your testimony here? Let me 
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put it that way. 

Hr. BindoDe. In order to 



Coamunist Party bas tried to oust me from the Welfare Depart- 



answer your question, the 



ment in many ways through many 
They have tried everything, my 



approaches both mala and female, 
home phone and et cetera. They 



can't do it. They are afraid, i The Commissioner, whoever he 
might be today or tomorrow, woJldn't do it because of 
activity, the cooperation 1 havjs given to the Commissioner of 
Investigation, the Federal authorities and so forth, and the 
newspapers wouldn't stand for it. That is my opinion now. 

Mr. Tayenner. Mr. Chairma^, I believe I can clear that 
up by asKing one question. j 

Did you not testify in a cjjty investigation which was 
being conducted here in 1955 and weren't you interrogated 
by the head of the Security Znv^tigators for the city of New 
Yoric? 

i 

Mr. Bindone. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. O'Connor?! 

Mr. Rindone; yes. 

Mr* Tavenner. So the informiltion that you are giving us 
here you have already given to Clity authoritiea^n testimony? 
Mr. Bindone. Many times. ! 

Mr. Kearney. That is what l| did not Know and I wanted 
to bring that out as to whether i)i view of his previous testimony 
about ail these civil service empkoyees being brought up on 
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hearing charges he vouKl be endangering his Job. 

Mr. Tavenner. X think I should state, too, for the 

record, Mr» Chairman, that a Dumber of persons who are city 

I 

employees have told the City Go|vernment of their own previous 
conneotion with the Communist pjarty and have given the facts 

and have not been molested in their Jobs. 

I 

Is that correct? 
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SiaTEMENT OF JAMES J, MACKIST, 

fiXAtaiNSR INSPECTOR^ 0EPAJWPMSNT OF INVESTIGATION 
cm OF NEW YORK. * 

i 

Mr. Maclsln. I might add | that It Is the policy at th© 
present time to discharge cltj^ eopioyees where we find that 
they are of doubtful trust an4 value and subversive rather 
than dlscharglnc informants oij them. That Is the policy 
pursuant to Section 233 of thd New YorK Security lUsic law 
known as the Acts of 1951 as ataended, and we have had several 
people either reslpn under fire or who were removed and In 
fact we have one conviction byl the District Attorney of the 
Count of New York for one Welfare person,agalnat whom this 
vrltness appeared as one of the witnesses, because of sub- 
versive activities, so that it is the presei^t policy of th . 
security officer of the city of New York, the Commissioner of 
Investigation, to compliment them. 

Mr. Kearney. Anyone readljng the record would be more or 
less confused by the testimony of the witness. 

Mr. Mackln. The policy Is to compliment themrathar 
than persecute them, ; 

Mr. Tavenner. I think thete is only one other question 
that 1 wanted to ask you, unless you have not completed your 
statement, of persons known to you to have been members of the 
Communist Party back In the time that you attended what you 
can a fraction meeting of the dommunist Party. You g ve us 

8 

one name and I do not icnow whether you had completed. 
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TERTIMONY OF CHARLES RINOONE, 
2120 - S3rd BOAO; LONG ISL&ND 6, 
NEW YOm - (Resumed) 

Mr. Rlndone. The last nam^ I gave was JacK Blgei. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me asK yciu a qusstioD about him. Was he 
at aoy time employed by the Citjif Government? 

Mr. Rindone. Yes, he was employed as a social investigator 
in the City Government. 

Mr, Tavenner. Was he also the head of the United Public 
Workers of America, that is, of !your local chapter? 

Mr. Rindone. He was the hei^d of the district, as a 
matter of fact, which includes more or less the metropolitan 
area. 

MTi. Tavenner. Do you happei^ to kdov whether or not he has 
been prominently identified withj any union in which employees 
of the City Government would norjnaily be members since the 
UPWA was kidded out of the CIO? ' 

Mr, Rlndohe. Well, as far blb I Know JacK Bigei moved 
from the organization in Welfarej to the Housing Authority 
and I understand that, to ny knoViedge and belief, he organized 
a number of housing authority employees, and I Know of my 
own Knowledge that, for example,! the person 1 mentioned as a 
Communist, Harry Solotarow Knew JacR Bigei very, very wen, 

Vtr. Tavenner. Are there any others? 

I 

Mr, Rindone. Yes, I remember Ann Ooliner and her brother, 
Henry Soliner. nien there was Sekma Dubrin."^ I recall 
Mathlid^ Carman. ! 
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I 

Ut, Tuvenner, She wmi ia^cted for perjury in the oenrse 
of the City invest igat ion? 

Ilr. Jtindone. Too, air, ajie vaa oonviotetf of perjary» 

ilr. Tavenner. Her case i^ open on appeal. 

Ilr, Rindone, She vaa ooavjloted of perjury on November 26, 
1858, 1 believe. I icnov Danny Allen aa a Comiiinist. Hiohaei 




Mr, Tavenner, ?ery well, |i would like to aak you one more 
question, | 

Kr. Bindone, yes, sir, | 

Mr, Tavenner, What were this oirouastanoes vhich led 
to the termination of your Conmuijiist Party me^ership? 

Mr, aihdone. Well, I oeul^ put it this vay: On nay 
31, 1940, I was one of six hundi^ed employees who vas 
dismissed as provisional employies. They appealed to Communists. 

I 

At that time the onion was calletd The State, County, and 
Municipal Workers of America, Cl'p. These sis hundred employees 
appealed to the Communists to st^ for reinstatement without 
result. I was later elected the| chairman of this group. 1 
collected $2000 and coamenced several aetiona, one of which 
1 won in the court of Appeals, Rindone v. Kern, which resulted 
in a competition esamiaatioa, an^ the reinstatement of a good 
number of these employees. I oiy^elf was reinstated as a 
permanent eieployee ia the capaoil|y of payroll messenger in 
December of 1940. 
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I recall X was asdlgned an office at 204 East 29tb 
Street. There again X met Seytma Oubrin, and other Comauniats 



in the Department. Oobrin vaei spoKesman for the Communist a 
and she and Alexander Saclcs were contending for control of 

■ I ...... III .-. »-»-- — '*"^' ' i» <i'>wiii . > 

the oiPfice groiH»« the Communis^ Party group that vas. They 
took it for granted that I had | continued my activity in the 
Party and they invited me to attend several meetings at 
the Stuyvesant Branch of the Communist Part.«^ which was 
then looated at 20 East 29th Street. 

Xn concliraion^ X would line to say this: Xn addition 
to me testifying against i^ae^mmmm^ot the vaited Public 
Workers which is now defunct which was one of the eleven pro« 
Communist uaidas Which was thrown out of the 0X0« X would like 
to reiterate the. fact that there is still a hard core of 
Comraoist Party Mibers la the Department of Welfare. % would 
estimate them to be from 200 to 300 Communists who actually 
run the Welfare Department. 

X reiterate the other stKejoent that X made that the hard 
core Communists can make or bre^ almost any employee due to the 
fact that social case work is purely a matter of interpretat ioa. 

Wt, Tkvenner.X have no further 4ueatioBa« Mr. Chairman. 

Mir. Kettrney. The conmittee has none, but the coiOBittee 
does wknt to extent its apprlBeiiktioB to you for coming here 
today sktM giving the testimoiiy ihat you have. Xt shows the 
reveiajCioD tldt is realty shpokJLag and what develops tn the 



the future viii be the remMt oje 
Tbe conmittee thauKs you. j 

I 

Hr. Biiidone. ThauK you^llri 



conference of the committee. 



C^iairman. 
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m. Tavenner. Mr. Nolan. ; 

The witness la ready to be| sworn. 

Vr. Kearney. Do you awearl that the testimony you are 
about to give shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but tha truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Molan. i do. 

M*. Tayenner. You are Mr. j John Nolan? 

TESTIMONY OP JOHN J. ! NOLAN, 

1255 ADBE AVENUE, BRONX 69, NEW York, 

Mr. Nolan. John J. Nolan, | 1255 Adee Avenue, Bronx 69, 
New Yo*lc, employed. New YorK Cl^y Housing Authority, civil 
Service title,Foreman of Painteijs, duties, supervisor of 
field inspectors of painting. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long ha»jyou been employed by the New 
York city Housing Authority? i 
Mr. Nolan. Since May, 1942.1 

nr. r«WBBer. Br. Hoiao. h,,. testified, i believe, 
before the city in,estig«i»e gr^p i„o«i.g into the matte, ' 
Of Co»».»ist i-nxtratioh iato vU«a city dep.„.eats. have 
yott not? I 

Mr, Nolan. Yes, sir. 

i 

Mr. T»»eDner. That testi«,i»r «u based oa your on 
B,periehce at .he ti«e ia the Co-uaist Party. Ua't that true? 
Mr. I Nolan. That is true, 
to. Xavebaer. „^ 



"1 
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the CpnmunlBt Party; that is, wjiea you veat la aad vhea you 
came out? I 



Ur. Nolaa. Actual Beobersliip la the Party begwi a few 
montha after I had left the service which would neau approsi- 
mateiy March of 1946« aad Swi^ say to approximately the latter 
part of *47. In other word^^ t|at would break it dowa to 
about 19 or 20 oohths, or swietiiiog lilce that. 

Mr. Taveaoer^ Will you tell the committee, please, the 

I 

circumstaoces uader which you became aaember of the Commuaist 
Party, and theo later X will ask you the circumstaoces uader 
which you left. I 

mr, Nolan. All rig^t. Th^ circumstaoces uader which I 

became a meaiber of the Cmmuais^ Party had beeo started back 

I 

through a process of iadoctriaatioa aad more or less acoeptiag 
the ideas put forward by the CoimiuBist Party back to the years 

1939 and so, by the time that ijhad started to work forthe 

j 

City Bousing Authority in May, 1942, X was receptive to the 
ideas put forth by various Commijttiists that I had come in 
contact with. At that time, 19^2, X had seen in the union that 
X had Joined, which represented 1 employees in the City Housing 
Authority known then as the State, County, and Municipal Workers 
of America, CXO, the leadership I appeared to me at that time 
to be oommunlat -dominated aad as X say back in 1942, when X had 
Joined the State, County and Miinicipai Workers, CXO, X 
recognised the fact that the leadershlpcf the union was coBmunist. 
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dominated and betas previously Jadoctrlaated over the period 
of three years prior to that hy bssoc&ation with Connualsts 

I let it be KDova ladlreotiy or ^Ireotly that some of their 

I 

Ideas I agreed with so It was a jqueatloa of remalolag la that 
union approximately about six months and then entering the 
Nayy from the year January^ •43| to approximately November, 
•45, and coming out of the Navy I was disillusioned, disappoint- 
ed with; aiot of things In life, you might say. 

Then I rejoined the State, dounty, and Nunldpal Worlsers 

I 

and completely went over to Joining the Party at that time. 

In the state. County, and N^ldpal Worxers, people In 
there fust said* "Why don't you iota the party?** 

Mr, Tavenner. Wero you assigned to any particular group 

In the Communist Party at that time? 

I 

Mr; Nolan. Yes. X went Intij a branch of the Communist 
Party In the lover part of Ifaaha^taa. It was classified as 
an Industrial type of branch of ^he Communist Party, which 
enibraoed the employees worKiag itj the city of New Yorx. 

I 

lOr. Tavenner. What group o^ people geaerally were meidbers 
of that cell of the Communist Parjty? I mett , what type of 
employment did they have? , 



nr. Nolhn. Yes. I vould say in the ttaia the employees 
were e^i^ioyeesof the city of New Yorli. 

In my piirticaiar oeli^ the 
employees worxiag for the oity of 



i 



lb oategery would be oity 
New Yorit ia v<|irioiiisddepartmeBt8 
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of the City of Mev Yorfc, such Housing Authority, Bureau 
president of Manhattan, Department of ParKs, Department of 

I 

Public Worlcs, Health Department^ Libraries, Department of 
Water SjUppiy, Gas, and Electrlcljty. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were all of ^hese persons that were 
members of this CommunlstParty Uuwlth you members of the 
same union? 

Mr, Nolan. Yes, sir. 

I 

! 

Mr, Tevenner. What union was that? 

B!r. Nolan. Going back to 1^46 when I first Joined we, 
of that celi, of the Communist piirty, were members In the Union 

of Local ili of the State, County, and Municipal WorRers. 

I 

L^ter In that year of 1946, | that title of that union was 
changed to the United Public Workers, CIO. 

Mr^ Tavenner. Did the local retain Its same number. 111? 

Mr. Nolan. Tea, the local retained the same number. 111 
of the United Public Worlcers. That Is why I say It was an 
Industrial branch of the Communist Party because every member 
In the ceil belonged to that local ill of that union and that 
local represented city worlcers anid that union embraced State and 
Federal workers. That Is, on a larger scale. 

Mr, Xavenner. Were you a meaiber of the same groupof the 
Communist Party during your entlrje membership or were you trans- 
ferred to a second group? 

Mr. Nolan. No, I was In Just that one group. 



Mr. Tavenner. The one group? 
Mr. Nolan. Tes^ sir, 

Hr« Tayenner. Will you teii the committee^ please^ the 

j 

names of the members of that grjoup during your period of members- 
ship? 

Mr. Nolan. Excuse me for a moment. 

Ur. Kearney. Mr. Counsel^] I vould suggest that if the 

witnesis is going to start on this that ve recess until 1:13 

I 

and then you will have a continuity to go right through without 
interruption. 

will recess until 1:1S«; 
(Whereupon^ at 11:50 a. m.l, the committee recessed 
to reconvene at 1:13 p.m., the same day.) 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 
The Subcomaittee reoonvened at 1:15 p.m., pursuant to the 

recess . j 

I 

Committee members presehttj Itepresentatives lloran 



lloultfer (Missouri) (ohairman of 



the subeopaittee) presiding. 



Bernard W, (Pat) Kearney (Mev York), Gordon H. Scherer (Ohio). 
Hr. Moulder, The snboonmiitee will be in order. 
Do you solemnly svear that the testimony you are about 

to give before this oongressionjil subcommittee will be the 

i 

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? , 
Mrs. Biauveit, I do. | 

Mr.Moulder. Would you staite yow name, residence, and 
occupation, please, i 

TESTIMONY OF MRS. MILDRED BL&UVELT, 
DETECTIVE, BUREAU OF IspECIAL SERYICES, 
POUCE DEPARTMENT, NEW YORK, MEW YORK. 



Mrs. Biauveit. My natt« is 



Mildred B. Biauveit. I am 



a detective with the New York City Police Depar\;ment, assigned 
to the Bureau of Special Servicjes. 

Mr. TaveDDer* Tou have testified at coasiderabie length 
before this committee on andthejr ocoasioUj I believe. 

Mrs. Biauveit. Yes, I ha via. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Blauvjelt, I have asked you to prepare 
a statiement of matters within yjour icnow ledge concerning Commun> 
ist Party interest and activitijes within the Huusing Administra- 
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tlon of the city of Nev Yorlc. ' 

Have you prepared sucli a statement? 

Mrs. Biauvoit. Y©s, I have, sir. 

Mr. Taveuner. Do you have jit with you? 

Mrs. Blauveit. I have it here. 

I 
I 

Mr. Taveniaer. You have shown the statement to me. will 
you tell the committee, please, whether the statements contained 
therein are true and correct? 

Mrs.Biauvelt. They are, sir. They are based upon my 
personal experiences within the {communist Party carrying out 
my assignment as an untfercover ojperator within the Party upon 
the direction of the Police OepajFtment of Mew York City. 



knowledge that I have gained 



This statement contains the 
as an undercover operative partioularly pertaining to the 
activities of the Communist Party within housing projects. It 
contains my personal esperienoes and aqr own observations from 
such work. 

Mr, Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, i gee no practical value in 
having nta. Blauveit read her statement into the record, and 
therefore I ask that it be intro<|uced abd incorporated into 
the record. 

Mr^ Moulder. The statement 
counsel will be incorporated into 
of this witness. 

(The statement referred to fbllowst) 



of the witness referred to by 
the record as the testimony 



I 
I 

statement prepared 1^ Det. Mildred V. Bxauveit, Bur. of 
Speelai Services, KiY.C. PDXio4 Bepx., for executive sessioo 
of Roiise Comm. on Uta-American Activities « May 9, 1958. 

Housing Projects, i.e., li^v-cost projects, are regarded 
as concentrations by the Communist Party. 

Adoording to communist definition, concentratien is a 
Leninist method of worK, i.e., Party activities are to be 
conducted in specified areas, such as working class areas, 
nationality groups, racial groups, etc., for the purpose of 
propagandiaing the Party line. '. 

A low-cost housing project^ because of the socio-economic 
status or level of its tenants,! fulfills the Party's require- 
ments for a concentration. Here, in one designated area, the 
Party finds the low-ineome group, the worlcing-ciass group, the 
racial groups or so-called minority groups, and those on relief, 
all of whom the communists hope to convince are being exploited 
and in whom they hope to nurture the seeds of dissatisfaction, 
so that they win turn to the Communist Party as the defender 
of human rights and the only or(i;anization, according to Party 
representations, interested in jobs, higher wages and equality 
for all. These are the people whom the communists hope to 
influehce to carry the Party uae to their shops, factories, 
union, social groups, even churdhes, by first reaching them In 
their homes with Party propaganda on the basic issues of their 



daily living, on so-caiietf civill rights issues, and on the issue 
of peace. 

Party activity in housing projects is conducted through the 
technique of agit-prop, or agitational propaganda, which is the 
tactic of first educating the people ho« to think on aparticular 
issue end then agitating them into taking specific action. This 
takes the form of the distribution of leaflets and the circula- 
tion of petitions on variow issues of particular concern to the 
Party, especially the issue of p^cej getting tenants to partici- 
pate in delegations to Washington on the issues of rents, 
housing and price controls, and Jivil rights; holding demonstra- 
tions; canvassing with the Daily land Sunday Worker to establish 
paper rttutes and to seovre sttbsctjiptions. 

Party members, and especiaiiiy those living in housing 
projects!, are under directives tj disseminate Party propaganda 
within the projects, one of the m^st effective ways being through 
the Tenats Councils which they organize and control. Although 
non>communists are sometimes piacjsd in the leadership of these 
Tenants Councils for the sake of giving them an aura of respect*, 
ability, the Party members are always on the executive committees, 
aad they receive directives at Pairty meetings on issues to be 
^rb^ecte<l at tenant Council meetings. Tenants Councils are 
actually the sounding board for tile Party line. 

During my menibership in the Communist Party as an under- 

I 

cover operative for the New York City Police Department, I 

I 

! 
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learned of the Party's aias to penetrate and Infl if irate into 

housing projects « the owthods used by the ooamimists in their 

I 

attempt to inf iuenoe and gain suftport of the tenants around 
issues of interest to the Party, and actually participated in 
carrying out Party directives to|naiie a concentration of a hous- 
ing project. 



with which I became familiar 
the Communist Party was the 



population of 2,000 to 3,000, 



One of the housing projects 
because of my undercover worK in 
Fort Greene Housing Project. in Bi[ooKlyn. This Project had been 
what is called a Section in the ojrganiaationai structure of the 
Party until it was merged with ttaje Borough Hall Section in 1949. 

There w6re 60 membeis in the Projejct, divided into 3 clubs, the 

1 

Fort Greene Club, the Frederick I^giass Cltib and the Walt 
Whitman Club. (Pg. 913 of previous testimony) 
The Fort Green Project has a 

I 

and the oufflber of 60 Party meniber^ may appear smaii. However, If 
ve oonsider the niunber of Party members la proportion to the 
total population of BrookXya, I thinic we wlil flad thateo Party 

members in the Fort Greene Rousing Project is a fairly high 

1 

percentage. For example, Brooklyn has a population of about 
3,300,000o The Party, while I was in it, claimed a membership 

of 5,000 to 6,000 in Brooklyn alone, which would mean that^e 

I 

ratio was less than 2 communists out of eir^ery 1,000 population. 
A similar ratio for some 2,000 toj3,000 in the housing project 
would mean only about 5 communists in the project. Even if the 
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assumption that people of the scfoio^eoonomio status living ia 
housing projects are twice as pftone to be coinmunists as the 
people comprising the average pijpuiation in the entire borough 
is made, that might give us 10 12 communists out of a popula- 

i 

tion of 3,000. But certainly tl^e nuniber of 60 Party members out 
of the 3,000 persons in the ProjLct is^ far out of line. It 
Would appear that some factor other than normal percentage of 
population or susceptibility to comnunist recruitment would have 
to account for such a concentration of communists within one 
housing project. The cone lusionj that the factor involved is 

collusion with those who assign tjipartmeats in projects seems 

I 

inescapable. 

This Fort Oreeae Seotion of the Communist Party operated 
so openly that it. held a rally oi April 3, I947,in tlm school 

1 

located in the housing project fclr the purpose pf protesting 
threats to outlaw the Communist Party. Al Heptune, one of the 
executive members of the Pbrt Qr«ene Section^ announced that 
this Seotion had raised $1^400 tjward the defense fund to be used 



(Pg« 906 of previous testimony). 



by the ^rty to fight this thraat. 

The Communist Party members |in the Forf Greene Housing 
Project were also meaibers of the WoJeot*8 Tenants Ceuaoil^ and 
on several occasions when Z wals aittending Section entecutive 
meetingsi held in the home or one of the Pttfty memberm in the 
Project, the executive nembers of the free clubs in the Project 
were eseused from theme meetings i.n order to attend meetings of 



6k. 



the Tenant Council, 

1 

At one p«dh Party meeting which I attended, the question 
«a« raised as to whether or not jthe Fort Greene Tenants Council 
should conduct a Red Cross drive! in the Project. The comrades 
were instructed that th. Red cross driire should not be conducted. 
The reason given was the propaganda line that the Red Cross 
segregated the blood of whites ai^d non-whites. This propaganda 
line served a double purpose - otte was to produce racial strife 
and resentment, while the other purpose was to discredit the 
Red cross and maice it ineffeatuai. Knowing the long-range piann- 
ing of objectives that goes into iaii communist activities, I 
feel that the tension that existed in Korea at that time and 
Which resulted in the outbreai. of heetliitles a few months later 
was a motivating reason behind this expressed policy. How differ- 
ent it was during World V^ar II when the Soviet was on the side 
Of the united States fighting Hitler.. At that time the communist 
Party openly conducted campaigns for the Red Cross and mgod 
ail to donate blood so that our soldiers might be weii supplied 
with blood to save their lives. 

My undercover worn in the Communist Party brought me into 
direct participation in Party activities in the Gowanus Housing 
Project, in March of 1950 the club of which I was a member, 
the Jay-Smith Club, was directed to make the Gowana, Housing 
Project its concentration for Partly activities, and the members 
were to canvass with the Daily and Sunday Workers, and were 
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to conduct leaflet distributions in the Project. (Pg 892 of 
previous testimony) 

seven members of the Jay>Smiih Club were tenants in the 
Gowanus Housing Project, and while all were required to be 
members of the Tenants Council in the Project, two had the 
specific assignment of being on the executive board of the 
Council so that they could ^end executive meetings and be in a 
position to direct its policy. Laiira Fields was the Secretary 
of the Council, and inasmuch asThWas well versed in Marxist 
theory, bad the tasH of writing the Council's newspaper so that 
it had the correct Marxist^ lant. luettie ieuer was the vice- 
President Of the Council, and inas'SJi^ril she was a comparatively 
new tenant in the Project and had ,Dot yet been exposed by word 
or deed to any suspicion of commttn;ist leanings, it became 
necessary to Keep her above suspicion so that whenever the 
Party wanted a particular activityj projected in the Tenants 
Council, she could do so and no one would suspect its motivations. 
Ann Bryant, who could not openly pjirticipate in Party activities 
because she was awaiting naturailzf tion and could not Jeopardize 
It, was ordered by the Party tote active in the Tenants Council 
in furtherance of Party dlrectlvesl At Party meetings, tt ^se 
comrades would be instructed as to | what they should do at the 
next meeting of the Tenants Council, and when it was felt they 
were not WorRing effectively, they j were criticized and reminded 
how they Were to carry out Party directives. 
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Party directives to nak? the Gowanus Rousiag Project a 
con^entFatlon were strictly adhered to In cooaeotloo with the 
Party's spnrlous canpalgn for peiice. in 1950 when the Party 
launched its Intensive drive based on theolrculatlon of the 
Stockholm Peace Petition, the Jajr-Smlth Club faithfully followed 
orders to flood the housing project with leaflets on peace, and 
mobilized the membership to canvftss every building in the project 
to secure signatures to the Stocl:holm Peace Petition. So import- 
ant was this driver considered tliat three^ top-level functionaries 
of the Brooklyn C. P., namely, Carl YeflKtt, then the Chairman of 
the Brooklyn Party; Ben^Davis^ then the Segionai Director of 
the Waterfront Region; and MargariCt Krumbeln, Director of the 



highly selective training cadres conducted by the Party, parti- 



clpated In canvassing the Cowanus 



Stockholm Peace Petition. (Pgs. 951-955 in previous testimony) 



In 1931 when the communist - 



Housing Project with the 



front organization for peace. 



the American P«ace Crusade, was launched, right In the midst of 

the Korean War, the same procedur^ was followed. The Party 

I 

members canvassed the Project with peace ballots on the question 
of bringing our troops back from ^orea and for making peace with 
China, and distributed reprlntd o\ a Dally Worker iitoriai oc 
MacArthur's recall from his command in the Far East, the Korean 
War, and peace. Concerted canvassing was conducted in the Pro- 
ject to see if any of the tenants could be persuaded to attend 
the American Peace Crusade's confirence for peace to be held In 
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Chicago from June »to July i,i95l, as legates from the housing 
project, and the Party members in the Tenants Council had the 
tasK of trying to get amember of the Council to attend this 

peace conference as a delegate the Gowanus Tenants Council. 

I 

In addition, the Party members were ordered to see that peace 
committees were established among tbe tenants in the various 
buildings of the Project, and the comrades in tie Tenants Council 
were constantly ordered to proj^^t Party propaganda on peace at 
executive and membership meetingL of the Council, relating the 
need for peace to the basis issues of Jobs, wages, prices, etc. 
(Pgs. 957-960 of previous testimony) 



Thie ultimate purpose of all 



of this activity was to reorult 



the tenants into the CP., but if that could not be accomplished, 
the very least the communists ho|>ed to do was to gain support 



weight of numbers supporting 



for I^rty propaganda. The sheer 

any propaganda campaign, either in the name of the Party,but 
more usually in the name of a frc»nt organization, might give 
the impression that it was the actual will of the people, and 
thus serve the Party in projectiag its own aims. 

I learned also that the housing project in the Red Book 
section was considered important to the Party, i personally kh 
two of the party membera living in the Bed flook Bousing Project, 
one Blanche Spiadeii, and thflt othLr Known only to me as Moishe, 



who, aiqng with myself, had been espeoiaily selected to attend a 
training cadre condupted by the Caunty Committee of the Brooklyn 
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CP. under the direction of Mttri^ret Krumbeln, whom I consider 
oneof the most dangerous membexs iof the c.P. because ol^er Job 
to train potential leaders In thje Party. 

The Bed HotJt Hook Housing Pi-oject was made the center of a 
demonstii'atlon held by the c.P. in Its unceasing aclhrlty In 
behalf of Wlllio McGee, a southern Negro who had received a 
death sentence for rape. Executlbn was scheduled for May 8, 
1951, and on the evening before, the Party conducted an all- 
night vigli on the man of the R^d Hook Housing Project demand- 
ing a stay of execution. The Party members were notified to 
participate In the vigil, as weiH as to call the CBS broadcast- 
ing station to demand that the Wl|iile McGee case be Included 
in their news broadcasts in order, that this case might be brought 
to the attention of the people of | New York. By this type of 
activity the Party hoped to whip up racial antagonisms, and draw 
racial groups closer to the Party by representing Itseif as the 
defender of human and civil rights, and as the fighter for 
Justice for the downtrodden. 

I believe it was in 1955 thai the tenants of the Williamsburg 
Housing Project became involved ih a fight against an act which 
would have required tenants of housing projects toslgn a loyalty 
oath. This fight was led by a Rebeka Peters. It may be coincidence, 
but when I attended a Women's Conference for Peace held by the 
Brooklyn C.P. on May 26, 1951, one of the speakers was introduced 
as Beckle Peters of Wlilamsburg. 
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I knew two members of the liaPassionara Ciub, the Party's 
Puerto Hlcan ciub In the Borougl^ Bali Section, who were 
tenants in the Kingsboro Housing Project. It was their parti- 
cular task to work among the Puerto Ricans to recruit them into 
the Painty. 

In view of what I consider the large number of communists 
living in housing projects, I hajve often posed the following 
questions! Is it not significai^t that so many of them have 
gotten into the projects? Was tjhere collusion? Were they all 
taken in chronological order of {application? In connection 
with that particular question I las thinking of Irving and 
Nettie Feuer who moved from the jBronx to the Gowanus Housing 
Project in Brooklyn. It was* byj the way, in their apartment 
that the meeting at which I was lexpeiied friMn the Party was 
held. Another question I have pjosed is why no check was made 
of their loyalty. It seems to nie that it is an imposition 

upon the American taxpayers thatj they must subsidize the rents 

I 

of people who are trying to destlroy the American way of life, 
and X feel that loyalty oaths shjould be required of the tenants 
in federal-subsidized housing projects. 

Tbio Commubiat Party views hjousing projects as a fertile 
field for the dissemination of i{ts propaganda and for the 
eventuail recruitment of the tenajatd into the Party. The projects 
serve ais a means of concentrating people into one area so that 
the oommunista can work more easjily and readily among them 
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With a greater epportmity for success than 4f these same 
people vere dispersed over a iai|ge area. They therefore serve 
the Party wen. 



I 
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Mr. Moulder. We do want to express to your our gratitude 

aad ttiaut&s for your cooperation. 

I 

Ura, Bieuveit. ThanK yon,\Ur, Moulder. 
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NOLAN, 



TBSTZHONY OF JOHN J. 
1233 ADEE AVENUE, BRONX 69, 
NEW YORK - (Resumed) 

Mr'. Tavenner. Hr. Nolan, ajs ve were about to adjourn for 

the noon recess, I aslced you to give us the names of persons 

who ver^ members of the same Communist Party group with you 

during the period from 1947 to l|948, in the City of New York. 

i 

Mr. Nolan. May I say *47 instead of *48? I am not too 
sure of 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, I am reasonably certain you said 1S47. 

Mr. Nolan. In reference to the names of those people in 
attendance at meetings in which il attended, closed party meet- 
ings of the Communist Party, to !Che best of my knowledge and 
remembrance, these people are as! follows: — 

Mr^ Tavenner. May I interrupt you? In giving the name 
of an individual, win you give as much descriptive information 
about them as you can, including^ the position that they held in 
the City Government if so employed and what your last Knowledge 
of their employment is. 

Mr. Nolan, All right. One^ i j acK Bige i. when I refer I 
will have to say Jack fiigei at the time that he was a member 
of the Communist Party was the district representative of the 
United Public Workers, employed t^t is, as a district i-epre- 
sentative of the United Public Workers, the New York District 
Representative. 

Mr. Tavenner. Therefore, he was not at that time actually 



11 

employed by the City of New York? 

Mr^Noiaft* No^ sir« He had l>eeii formerly employed by the 
Department o^ Welfare^ city of New York. I uDderstand that 
after that^ after I left the Party he maintained hl^ employment 
Into Lotial 237 of the Brotherhood of Teamsters. I win try to 
bring this out as briefly as I c4a. In other words, they 
disbanded the United Public Workers and Local 237 merely got 
under the wing or got a charter ivtm the Brotherhood of Teamsters 
and he was the paid agent for 237 as far as I know. Local 237. 

Mr* Tavenner« Were city employees members of 237 the 
same as they had been members of Ublted Public Workers of America? 

Mr, Nolan, That Is correct. \ It was the same setup except 
with different labels on It all ^he way through from thetlme I 
first became acquainted with it lin 1942 right up to the time I 
left It I and right up until maybei a year or so ago that I kept 
track of it it was still the same civil service employees belong- 
ing to the union except they had {different labels going from 
State, County, and Municipal Worleers to Ublted Public Workers 
to Local 237 of the Brotherhood ojf Teamsters. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give {us the namesof any other officials 
of those unions who were known tol! you to be members of the 

Conmunidt Party in addition to Bligei? 

i 

Mr« Nolan. Yes, I can, but |if there isno objection on your 
part, I would rather either deal ^ith the members of my cell first 
and theb go into those others, orj to take them in terms of the 

I 
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unioD xeadershUp first slid then braiidh cfut into the members of 
the ceil. 

lir. Tavenher. Just go ahead as you started. 
Mr. Nolan » Jrtcfc Bigei, as X say X gave a description 
of him -- was employed hy this union. In my opinion^he gave 
the orders. 

Mr. Tavehner. Do you mean gave orders to the union or gave 

ordors to CommuniSjt Party members? 

Mr. Nolan, I ;say he gave orders iioi the union and he gave 
orders lo the Communist Party of my cell. 

The second oijie would be Abraham (iiU|£lJBauu is the second 

one lb my cell. Abraham Ginsberg woriled or was employed in the 
Dopartment of water Supply « Gas and fikectricity, I believe in the 
capacity of an engineer. Also he had' 
of the United Public Wor>?erc. j 



been a member of Local ill 



Two, Harold Fink, member, of my 



cell. Communist Party cell 



that is, employed by the Department ^f Public Works as chief 
engineer of the Department of Public Works and also a member 
of Local 111 of the United Public Wojrkersi also a member of Local 
111 United Public Workers. ' 

In the last two names of Ginsberg and Fink, X would classify 
them as very active members in LocajL 111 of the united Public 



Workers . 

Lewis Sklar was a professional 



draftsman, or sonething of that sort. He was a member of the 



man, either an engineer or 
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cell and also a member of the O&itea PilibUo Workers and an aotlve 
one of Local ill, United Publio Worker^. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you ten me vliether those persons that 
you have named are^ stlii employed by tie city Government or hov 

recently they have: been employed? I 



Mr. Nolan. Al 



1 right, sir. rrvm tie Information that X knov 



of by reading through newspapers, Mr. Ginsberg, 1 understand. 



was allowed to retire on a disability pension. 
Mr. Fink realigned under fire. 
Mr . Sklar resigned under fire, 
Mr, Tavenner. I During what year wa^ that? 
Mr, Holan. that they resigned? 
Mr. Tavenner. Tea. 

Mr. Kolan. 1 would more or less say that would run baok 
about two years or somewhere, x don't remember that partioularly. 
X would have to rctcolleot my memory to 
things like that. 

Br. Tavenner., Approximately two years? 

I 

Mr. Molaii. A|pproximately two yea^s. 
^_JSSS&^ fiarnft j aLg ja, X beUeve, an 
of Public Works, employed by the city i>f New York, a member of 
my ceil, also a member of Local ill of Itaited Public Workers 
and at one time pi^sident of Local in of the Utaited PubUo 
\^orkers, and he aj^o resigned under fire. 

Mr. TAvehner.j Was that about the sane time as the others? 



newspaper articles and 



engineer in the Department 
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J/tr^ Noiab; Tes« yes* There ifiight have been a month or 
so In betveen them but they more oi| less all resigned around 
the same time. 

nanny Sherman was employed by 



the Department of Health in 



a professional category. I don^t know if he was a bacteriologist 
or some other title in civil service^ a member of my ceii^ also 
a member of local ill of the United Ipublic Workers and at one 
time the paid organizer for Local iljl on a leave of absence. 
He was on a leave of absence from the City of New York and was 
paid by Local ill of the Uolted Public Workers. 

Anna Thau was a provisional employee^ housing assistant 
in the Mew YorJc City Housing Authority, was a nember of the cell 
and also a member of Local ill of the! United Public Workers, was 
laid off by the city Housing Author it :^ due to the fact that 
a civil service list had come into existence and she was not on 
that list« I don*t know the whereabouits of her present employ 
or what has happened to her. 

Charles Rutkoff was a civil service examiner in the then 
known as the Civil Service Commission, 'now known as the Depart- 
ment of Personnel, city of Kew York. Be was a member of my cell 
and also a member of Local ill. United Public Workers, and an 
active one. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I interrupt you a moment? What is the 
basis of your statement that they were members of your ceiiv 
Mr, Nolan. Members of the Communist Party cell. 
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Mr, TavoDDer. Bov do you icnov tkat? 
Hr. Molan, X attended meetings «,ith them. 
Ur. Tavenaer. More than one meeting? 
Mr. Nolan. Yds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did each of those pjersons that you named 
attend a number of meetings? 

Mr. Nolan, yes, they attended one ir more meetings. Some 
IftdlTlduals might have attended more but lln my presence it 
varied. Some might have attended five ij^ my presence. Some 
might have iN;tended two and some might have even went to ten. 
It varied. I , couldn't say the same thln^ held true for ail of 
them. 

i 

Mr. Tavenner. Excuse me. Go ahead. 

"P^^'^t^ ^^^^ ^P^^. I aa not tjoo sure of the spelling. 
I believe It Is L-u-e-p-fc-e. He Is a prolresslonal employee, 
I believe a draftsman^ln the Department of iPubllc Worlcs, a meober 
of the CommuDlst Party cell to which 1 belonged and a meidier of 
Lucal 111, united Public Workers. He had be^n a chief petty 
Officer m the Ublted States Navy during Wo^id War II. He resigned 
under fire. Incidentally, going back to Rulllcoff , he also r<«lgned 
under fire about the save time as the restTtms person that 
I recall to the best of ny Knowledge, that U the name that I 
remember knowing hei^ by lifaa S hirley Tuclro r. ^he had worked in 
libraries, I believe the iBranch of Libraries was on 42nd street 
and Fifth Avenue,at that time that is, but these librarians 



etfge« I mew her m 



moired about quite frequeatijr. Theydlda't 8ee» to 8tay put la 
oue branch pttrtloularly. 

As I say« to the best of oy mm 

^ « «^ of the c««uiiet party cell 
1 belonged to and also a nember of th^ Ublted Public Worhers 
Local 111. I don't know whatever hapf«ned to her, whether she 
refflained a city eippioyee, whether she resigned. X Just don't 
Jcnow anything about hereto be very honest withyou. 

Gerard F. ja^sen was a former palLter, New Turk city 
Housing Authority,; and a Mber of the Coaaunlst Party cell that 
I belonged to, and also a m^vAer of Loi,ai iii, « very active 
worker in Lockl ill. Be also reslgneil under fire 

!^1J^'^ ' <»»«»«ot spelling of that. 



It be B-o,r-g-l-, „ „ «i,be B-«-j-g-a-l. H« hM b«i. 
eBpioyed .t that tl»e ^ the ».p„t«.J ot Parts u , 
or MslBtaat gtodeaer. 1 doh-t Imni taf cwreot title but 
I .»o« he had bee. . college , bcjUew « the VUr^U, 



or had been to and he 



of Rochester that be bad been going to 
had, as I said, beea employed by the Department of Parks, had been 
a member of tbe Communist Party, belonged to and also an active 
worker In the Local 111 of the Obited p|,blic Workers. Again, 
I don't know What happened to this ilx. Borgia, whether he just 
quit the city employ and is now in privite industry or where he 
Is. 

Edward Beer, i g«e«8 you could sp^ll it like a glass of beer 
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if you wanted to. He Is employed in the Municipal Court ofthe 
City of New YorR as a clerk or sene such title. Re was a member 
of the cell of the Communist Party I belonged to and also a 
member of the Zjocal lll^Vnited Public Workers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whetherj he is still employed there? 

I 

Mr. Nolan. I believe he is. Yes, jsir. 
Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you another question about Mr. 
Jaoseti.:. I. believe yjou said he was activ<i in the union, a very 

active member, you said. ! 

I 

Mr. Nolan. Yes. ! 



Communist Party cell? 
that I belonged to the 



Mr. Tavenner. Was he active in the 

Mr. Nolan. He was not at that time 
cell a very active member in the communist mirty in terms of attend' 
ing meetings only but actually we bfvthajt cell discussed 
Communist Party business and generally cirried forward or tried 



to carry forward to whatever decisions wi reached back into the 
union and it was likia part and parcel of the whole setup so 
all he needed was an order from Jack Rlgel and, no matter what 
the order «as,he would do it, so he didn*|t have to actually 
attend Communist Pairty meetings to oarry jthrough the business of 
the Communist Party. He Just missed on tkat one point of attend- 
ing Communist Party iBieetings, but, as far as carrying out the 

he 

work for the Pariy/was very active in doing that within the union 



itself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he at any time act 



as chairman of the 
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GoBBMUilst Party meetings? 

Mr, Nolan, yes, he acted as chairman of the Communist 
Party meetings, at one time that 1 recall in particular. 

Mr. Tairenner. Very wen. Preoeea. 

I 

I 

Mr. Nolan. That is about the only ones I can think of at 
the present time thht vouicl have been a| member of that cell 
that I belonged to. There were others but I couldn't recall 
their names. 

Mr. Tavenner. can you give us an idea how many persons were 
members of that ceii? Vhat was the gros^ number over the period 
from *46 to *47? 

Mr. Nolan. Well, I couldn't go in ierm of what was on 
the booKs. X would have to go in terms of what I actually saw, 
because I never saw the booKs, but I coulid say that there was 

1 

at least 25 members in that cell. 

Mr. Taveaner. Now, that cell was confined to what general 

area? 

Mr. Nolan. That cell was confined to jLocai in of the 
United Public Worhers. The area covered the entire city of New 
York because, as 1 stated before, it was an industrial branch 
of the Communist Party, and an industrial branch of the Communist 
Party is a branch where certain employees hre in a certain 
industry Just like if they were automobile workers, for example, 
they would be in the automobile industry,anil if they wanted to 

1 

set up an industrial branch among the automobile employees, they 
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vouitf set up that type of branch. 

Id our case. It was civil service! employees. 

Mr. Scherer. Hov many members did that Local have approicl. 
nately? Tou said there were about 25. | 

Mr. Nolan, Hp, that Is where tt g^ts confusing, i said 
there was 25 members of the Communist pjarty cell. 

Mr. Scherer. That Is right. 

Mr. MQlan. Of the local of the union wassomethlng else. 
That was much larger. That could run anywhere through one 
thousand, 1100, 1200. 

Mr. Scherer. That is members in thJs union? 

I I 

I 

Mr. Nolan. In the union. 

I 

Mr. Scherer. But only about 25 of tllose members were 
communists? 

Mr. Nolan. That X Jcnow were present Vt neetings. There 
could have been more. i 
Mr. Scherer. That is right. 

nr. Tftveaner. Were there, to your JtJowiedge^ other groups 
or cells of the Cbomuttist Party made up of! members of that union? 

1 

Mr. Molan. Oh, yesi. There was Local 1, which was a welfare 
leoal. They had a ceii of the Comunist Pa^ty where those people 
were biso meid>ers of Local l of the united jpubllc Worlcers but 
I have never attended the Communist cell thLt belonged to Local i. 

ttr. Ttovenner. Wiiiyou ten the commitiee, please, the 
number of cells of the communist Party that existed to which 
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City Govei'nmeDt employees were espeoted to be neafters? Bow oAny 
ceiia aULtogetlier <io you think there vere? 

Mt. Moiaa. Well, I really couldaft aaaver yoo oa that. 



Ur. Taveaaer. How maay do you kaow of? 

i, I say, I kaow 



Vt» Moiaa. Weil, as I say, I kaow that the Local ill 
etBt>2ace<i approainateiy fourteea city tf e|partmeats • That was oae 
ceil. I knew there was Welfare. That wiis aaother cell. That 
la ail I KDow of. There was a State b^t I dida't kaow too 
much about it . i 

Mr, Tavenaer. Mow, what appeared you to be the purposes 
or objectives of thl^ cell of the Commuaist Party of trtiich you 

were a member? 1 

1 

Mr. Nolan. Weil, it was aot what it appeared. What it was 

I 

Is it was a cell of ihe CommuDlst Party njhose aims and purposes 
were to advance aad build the United Pidl»iic Workers and in turn get 

back intot tbroush the Uhited Piibiio Workers, prospective 

I 

members to belong to the Communist Party, By fighting for 
certain issues « say , for sKampie, through the union , you became 

a sort of champion for certain rights and you automatically had 

I 

certain people that were interested in you| and interested in what 

you fought for and, as a result of that, if you spotted someone 

1 

that was a little receptive to some ideas you had a prospect 

that you could encourage to belong to the clommunist Party « 

. 1 

And also Z forgot this imrt. In the Cooimunist cell ia carry* 
ing forth, it wasn't Just to build up X4>oalt lU/ind thereby get 



people to bring them into the Communis^j Party. Ton aiao vere 
carrying out the directives of the CoiaB'|ani8t Party in through 
that '■•■r, or that union. For exaiapxe,lif we wanted to push 
a campaign against this ooonittee, for ^anmple, the Bouse nn> 



go back to the union 
II kimis of postcard 



American /ictivities Committee, we would 
and go liice the hamimrs of heii to get a, 

and petitions so thikt these people «ra|d be calling you names 
even in t eir own minds, besides writing petitions and postcards, 
et cetera. Whatever the Party felt was a directive to the cell, 
and then, of course, they gave o^er or«leira to other cells 
and we would be back through the meidbei>sh|Lp of the union and get 
certain petitions signed and o«rtain postcards posh*^. 

Mr. Scherer. Was not one of the teol^niques to charge 
this committee with ui^on-busting among the rank and file? 
That Would incite the igeneral membership who were not Communists 
to oppose the comiaitteie, would it not? i 

Mr. Nolan. That is correct. It was auiaotic. Well, to put 



it more bluntly, if you will tell somObody 



that you put attitle 



on another person, he ils a ''Mami,'* and rigbit away you have 
certain people receptive to you becftuse the^ don't like Haeis. 



you were against 
told that you vere 



9y the same tokeui, if somebody thought 
labor, they would sign Anything if they were 
against labor. 

That was the tiotioi jand strategy^ too. 

(At this pointy Mr. i Kearney left the heiring room.) 



Mr. Tavenner.' Vere you assigiietf any particular activity 
ia the CamBUBist P^rty? \ 

Mr. Noiaai. In the Coamunist Fartyi, X wouldn't say 
partiottiariy any aolivity. X night have chaired a meeting. X 
anight have conducted a class in trade unionism in the union. 

Mr.Tavenner. Then you vere as8igne|d special duties in the 
vttion? 

Mr. Holan. Oh, definitely. 

Mr. Thvenner. TPhis Local ill? 

1 

Mr. Nolan. Rig^^. 

1 

Mr. Tavenner. Who assigned the duties to you and what were 

they? 

1 

Mr. Nolan. Well, for example, i was Wage Increase chairman 

of Local 111 one year, I believe it was 1946, to be exact, 

1 

and that meant getting literature out to thp various Job 

1 

stewards, also getting members of Local ml to demonstrate in 
coordination with the district. We might h^ve a parade up 
Broadway. We might have a demonstration in front of City Hall. 
That was one item. 

<At this point, Mr. Kearney entered the jhearing room.) 

Mr. Nolan. Another %tem was at one time to organize anl put 
into practice a class for trade unionism for sanitation workers. 
That was an assignment given to me by Jim Kin^. He was then 
the District Representatiie of the United Public Worsers. He 
said that they have thama sanitation workers which were another 
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local, and that they should be given a biass in unionism and 

he wanted me to. take an asslfarnQotand ^hen 1 had to line 

i 

up speaicers or lecturers or whatever yop want to can them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who did you select ka the lecturers on 
trade unionism? 

Mr. Nolan. Wen, 1 selected for oiie, Jftcli- BtgeX^ 

Mr. Tavenner. He was one of the leading Communists of the 

area? 

Mr, Nolan. JSwart Guinir. 

Mr. TaV^naer. Have you mentioned hljB before? 
Mr. Nolan. No, I have not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you t; be a member of the 
Communiat Party? 

Mr. Nolan. Known to me in verbal exchanges. Re never 

1 

was a member of m^r cell that I knew of. Att least, i never seen 
him in attendance at my cell. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was this verbal exchange!^ between you and 
Guinir? 

Mr. Nolan, yes, air. I mean there weire a lot of Communist 
you met in your travels even within the unicin itself that told 
you they were Communists and you told them, i You didn't exchange 
idebtifioation oardd because you didn't carr> cards withyou. 
You knew the line so you; were outspoken with 

Mr. Tavenner. You selected those two? 



one another. 



Mr; Nolan. Ew^t Guinir was at one time 



the district 
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representative df l the ftoited Pubiid wi)rlier8 axso aod he had 
been previously eibployed, that is, prior to his employment by 
the Qblted Piiblio Workers^ he had been employed as a civil 
service examiner i^ the Civil Service Commission. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of the city of New Yoric? 

1 

Mr. Nolan. Of the city of Mew Yoijlt. He resigned the 
position of Civil Service Ejcaffllnar unde^ fire and joined the 
Ajrmy and was a Warrant Officer during >4rld War II, and then 
came to the employ of the United Public | Wor leers . 



"resigned under fir^7 
some of his activities. 



Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by 
Mr. Kolan. He was questioned as to 
you might say. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did that questioning have anything 
to do with communism? I 
Mr.Molan. That 1 couldn't ten you. 

Mr. Tavenner. I; see. i 

I 

1 

Mr. Nolan. That I couldn't ten youj That would be the 
information in the Civil Service Commissicjn. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there any others ^hat you can recall 
that you selected to aasist in this trade ^ionism class? 

Mr. Nolan. Yes, there was Jim King , jjim King also had 
given the same class as Ewart Gulnir, verby exchanges In 
relationship to being a coBmmnist. He also | had been a district 
representative of United Public Workers and | be had been a 
apeaxer at one of these classes. 1 
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Aa I said previous Xy«^Jim_KiDg mis the one that asked 
ne to conduct the class as a party assignment. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a Connunist Parity assignment? 

Mr. Nolan. As a Communist Party assignment and also an 
assignment of the union. j 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, ttaat ties it together. 

What was the nature of the conversation that you had with 

Mr. King which led you to believe that lie was a member of the 

i • 

Communist Party? tou said it was by verbal exchange. 

Mr. Nolan. Well, it is rather difficult to pinpoint 
and say how did it get started, but it amounts to thist Jim 
King being a district representative of the Vkiited Public 
Workers was naturally interested in who wka in what position 
in the union and if he wanted to ask about any member of that 
union as to his sympathies toward the Comilunist Party or if he' 
was a Biember of the Cinmunist Party he found ttait out very 
easily, so all he had to do was ask anyone | in my cell if he 
was O.K. and then he would Just ocme up and say, '*Tou know, i*m 
in the Party like you,*^ and by the same tok|ea those people 
in my cell would tell me that Jim King was a Party member also. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mdi you have a ooBversalioa with him at 
any time regarding work that was being done in support of 
a catholic slate in the lAasooiatioii of Cathokic Trade Ubionists? 



Mr. Nolan. yes. l|he incident I recall 
the union itself, the United Piibiic Workers « 



was thist Within 
there had been 



forming opposition. Opposition had been tinder the leadership 
of the Association of Catholic Trade Unionists. They wanted 

■ I 

to bust this ieadershipf the present leadership that was in 

1 ' 

pover at the tine of the Vtoited Piiblic| Workers. They wanted 
to bust It and thairefore they put up a| slate of officers to 
oppose the officers being put up by the local « 

That is where Jim King had come along and mentioned to 

1 

me and said to me, "You Icnow Steve Gor€iy and the Association 
of catholic Trade Unionists are trying ito throw us out and 
so for the party's saJse, we have got to! stop them. We can't 
lose control of this union.** i 

In other words, it was an actual bajttie on principles 
more so than a battle of losing, say, an; elected office. 

If the Association of Catholic Trad.^ Unionists had got 
hold of certain positions in this uniou tihey would probably 
have busted it up, btit they were defeated! in the election. 

Mr, Tavenner. Tell us, please, what l was the date when 
you were assigned to this tasK of deveiopiiig the trade unionism 
class. 

Mr. Mulan. That would be hard to say.! I'd say it was 
somewhere la 1946. I couldn't really pinpoint it after all 
these years now and after so much testimony^,, pinpoint it right 
down to a given month and a glv6n year. 

I Would say approximately the latter part of •46. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any period prior to 1947 when 



you were temporarily unemployed in yotir employment? 
Mr. NoiaOi No, not in *47, ' 

I 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any timej prior to that that you 
were temporarily off the Job? ' 
Mr. Nolan. To •47? 
Mr, Tavenner. Prior to MT. 
Mr. Nolan. Nu, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mentioned Mr, Finlc early in your 
testimony. What part did Fink play in ionduct of the* Communist 
Party sen meetings or the business of tjhe Communist Party 
S:eneraily? 

Mr. Nolan. Wen, Barold Pinjc attended quite a few meetings. 
He always tooK part in the discussion of |the meeting and was 
active. i mean he was outspoken in his ifeeiings, expressing 
his opinions and feelings toward his devotion to the communist 
Party, He seemed to be guided by what lie believed in in the 
Communist Party. Everything seemed to b^^ for the Party; the 
Party has to survive, and in the union we inay have to be a little 
cautious at times on a certain Issue st as I not to betray our 
identity. 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by thalt, be cautious 
apt to betray your identity? what do you m^an by that? 

Mr. Nolan. Betray: our Identity as Communists, In other 
words i within the union we wovid portray ourselves as repre- 
sentatlves of the union but in effect we woild be trying to 
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achieve somethiiig for the Conmuniat Party. 

Our Whole pxi^noiple and convlctllns were based on, first, 
as Communists, ah^ second, as union miniber. | aean if we 
had a choice we wpnid take ooonuaism first. 

Mr. Tavenner.1 Old you have any p^eonai knowledge of 
the existence of neighborhood groups the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nolan. Personal g|>owiedge of Neighborhood groups 
only in the sense of what I was told. 

Mr. Tavenner. You Know there were Lch groups? 
Mr. Nolan. Yob^ they were all over the city, 
Mr. Tavenner. Well, do you Know whelher or not city 
employees were also members of those neigiborhood groups? 

Mr.Nolan. Yes. X win ten you whatj I would like to do 
first, if I may. There was one other persin that was very 
important in the United Public Workers. d^rrecting that, i 
might have to say very important in the state. County, and 
Munl4ipai Workers. Bis name was Danny IreiJnd. 

After coming out of the ArmyTih^irrbJuTve he was 
in some branch concerning research on weathe^ conditions, he 
had left the state. County, and MuDiclpai Workers to take charge 
of the city CIO political action committee, i Spelling that 
out, it means that the ciO, the parent body organization at the 
tin>e had a political action committee going nalioaaily and he 
happened to be the head of it locally m the cilty of New York. 
He left the State, County and Municipal Woirkers to become 
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employed by the Political Action Committee for thecity of 
Nev Tork« \ 

Now, gett log back to the question^ of people In neighborhood 
branches « I dp this on this basis: thai I must say that I could 
not swear that I had been In attendance! with any of these 
people at Communist Party meetings but through exchanged again 
they admitted membership In the Communl8i\ Party to me. 

Mr, Tavenner. Y^ou mean they verball)r admitted to you 
membership? 

Mr. Nolan. In tWe Communist Party. 

Mr. Kearney. Pardon me for Interrupting. Let me aslc you 
this question. \ 

Was It usual fdr aiekbers of one cell of \the Communist Party 
to unow who the members b^f another ceii were or was that Kept 
secret? 

Mr. Nolan. No, In the year I am speaking, of, »46, 
which was right after World War II, the securitjr measures of 
the Communist Party were not too strong. They had not attempted 
to go underground at that time as far as the general over-all 



rank and file of the Communls\t Party was concerned but as far 
s identifying yourself ilflth f^nother CoBmuhist, onle you 
tcogniaed or had suspicion of yanother person being\ a Communist 
a generally made inquiiriias pr^^ by aeafroMngi.otifiKitlnfough oonver- 
lon and the first thing you isnow you arrived at "Well, I»m 



vniber of this cell,** and he pi; she would say, **I aU a member 



of soother ceULp" and yoia Ibeoame l>u<a<SjLes -buddies so to speaft, 
^vst tqMSoy S isaffigiDe that vouid be difficult to establish. 
Oace you weu-e in cooversatlon aod th^lough coaversatioQ started 
to ezpouQd the P&^ty ilae it vi&b easyl to recognize another 

CoBonuQiste If it was a otoD-CommuQist | they would give you 

I 

a little opposition or they would throw certain roadblocks 
in front of you. 

Mr. Kearney. The reason a astced |that question is that 

S thisiik it is on our record of testimbny here in previous 

I 

Gtoths gone by that witnesses have testified that since the 
security measures have beenput into effect more than they 
were generally following World War IS that the membership of 
one communist cell would not know what ithe membership of 
another communist ceil was. 

Mr. Nolan. Prior? 

Mr. Kearney. Hog after the war. 

Mr. Nolan. After the war it was loo^e in that sense. 

Mr. Kearney, yies, but then it became strict and tighter. 

Mr. Nolan. Tight, that is right. \jea, 

Mr, Tavenner. Now, did you have any particular assignment 
by the Communist Par^y that would place aj duty upon you to 
make inquiry as to membership? 

Mr. Nolan. Yes. At one nvBeting we had been discussing 
it more or less. St more or less was a dire ctive from the 
section of the Coiomunist Party to try to get members who were 
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in the union, who were also neobers J,f the Communist Party, 
through again eKohanges that we Knew tobe members of the 
Communist Party and try to convince them to tajse a transfer 
over into the indiistrial branch. 

Mr. Tavenner. Transfer frcm whalj? 

Mr. Nolan. From whatever branch jthey were in. 

Well, I don't Know if 1 amconfusijng you or not, but, as I 
said, we were a cell. That ceii was ciraiposed of city employees 
who were members of Local ill of the United Public WorKers. 
We had to do a Jobi in that local. We,|as Communists, had to 

do a Job,so we wanted to get those people who were members of 

i 

that local wtowe feit were Conmunists clnd get them to transfer 

from whatever branch they were in, and {in most cases they were 

I 

members of neighborhood branches, neiglibbvhood branches only 
in the sense of the neighborhood they livedin, not in the 
sense of the neighborhood where we were meeting. 

Getting baoK to what 1 had stated before in reference 

I 

to our cell, as a directive from the section of the Communist 
Party to us that« should try to encouri^ge those people that 
wo Knew to be Comiinists to taKe this t]|an8fer so that we could 
get that many moreactive Communists in^^o the union and be 
aotive in the liniea laad then that would jbuild up the Communist 
Party eventually, in other words, maKe the union stronger and 
have more of an arm Ito spread out. In that case there were 
oertaia people that | anew to be meodiers of the Communist party 
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vhom 1 approached ana one of them waa Sara Ooigln. 
Mr, Tavenner. Spexi that name. 

**r. Nolan. 0-o-l-g-i-n, X believe. I can't give it to 
you exactly. She was the aanager in the Nev Yoric city Sousing 
Authority at the present time. At that time when X approved 



her^ to take a transfer into my ceil slhe was a Rousing Assistant 
employed in the Mew Yorlc City Bousing ^luthority. She didn't 
want to taice the transfer. She admittid DOBibership in the 
Communist Party and naturally I am seijing her the point to 
transfer into my cell and she Just didJ't want to hear of it 
because she felt that she was doing better work for the 
Communist Party in her neighborhood braiiich where she lived. 
It was somewhere in thejower part of Brooklyn or the downtown 
section of Brooklyn^ Therefore she couldn't see any point 
to transferring over to this induftttial Itype of branch but 
she would be wiiiiug to carry out any directives within the 
union that we felt we wanted to p&es on to her. 

If we said« •»weii, we are going to push the petitions" for 



would do her Job Just 



this or that and she would go out and she 

like evejfybody else but a little better tlltan the average union 

meinber. j 

i 

There had been another person, Syiviai Berg, as I always 
have known her as. I understand ^STiSraT^l^rriage name of 
Aiwams^ She at that time was a housing assistant also in the 
Hew York City Houaing Authority, and today is a manager of the 
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MewlbrK: City Housing Authority. I also approaohad her after 

uaturaiiy exdaaagiDg identities as bJiag members of the Party, 

i 

about trausf erring; over into the iniusjtriai branch of the 
Communist Party and she had these same reasons that she had 
been active in her neighborhood brancli in the Cheisea section 
of Manhattan and therefore she ^vasn^t going to come into our 

ceil or branch, she vas going to stay in the neighborhood 

1 

brns^ch where she had been doing good ViorH and she had made a 

lot of ;;ontacts in; the neighborhood, an^ so forth. 

I 

Mr. Tavenner. Going bade for a moment to Sara Dolgin: 
did you say that s|ie was a huosing maniger? 

Mr. Nplan. She is at present a houj^ing manager « 
Ux. Tavenner. She is at present? 
iilr« Nolan. Rl^ht. i 
£Sr« Tavenuer^ All rights Proceed^ 



in 1946 a housing 
in the employ of the 



Mr. Nolan. Lillian Stein, who was 
assistant, pr o v isibilA^ assistant 
New YorK City Housihg Authc^irAty, admitted to me after we 
reopgnized one ^nothjer as carrying the sfuae line, the Communist 
Party line, of being a member of the Communist Party. 

She also stated^ if you might call 
bragging or what you jmight term it as, but 
very strongly to me titaat the Soviet Ukilon 
wonderful and she herself had taught £ngl 
Vnion. How true it tAB 1 don^t know but i 



his in the form of 
she brought it up 
was doing elo^ 
,sh over in the Soviet 
accepted it as 



being the truth. 

Ur. Scherer. What was that wosafiin's name? 
Mr. Ilolan. Ji iliian stein. 
Mr. Soherer. Dia she testify? 

I 
I 

(At this pointy Mr. Moulder i^lthdrew from the hearing 
room. ) 

Mr. TaveDDer* No. , 
What was her married name? 

Mr«Nolaa« She Is married to Gerard F. Jansen^ whomi 
previously named as being a member of cell. She resigned 
under fire from the New YorR Housing Authority about a year 
ago as I am now correcting It from approximately two years ago 
to one year. 

In her case, going bacK to 1946, this Lillian Stein was 
willing to carry out anything that the Ublted Public WorKes 
wanted to have achieved In terms of through the union Into the 
housing authority. 

There was one other person, a Franfc kessier, who had 
been a painter with rae in the New YorK City Housing Authoi-lty 
since 1942. I had worked with him as a i^alnter In *46 and 
"47 and In the course of a day*s worK of {^Intlng we would 
constantly all day be discussing communism'. He was a member 
of his neighborhood hranch Id Washlbgtob Reigrhts and I don't 
know whether he remained in the I^rty after or what happ^^ned 
to him in that particular r^siationship but he had transferred 
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from the Nev. Yorfe city Housiug Authority over to the Hunter 
College Board of Higher Sducatian as A painter. I believe he 
is atm employed there but, again, ^ is one of those exchanges 
of identity. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall any other person in this 
category? Do you recall a person by tke name of Dorothy Hammerman? 

Mr. Nolan. y..s, Dorothy Hammerman; going ba^to 1942 
was very active when we had first Joinied the state. County, 
and Municipal Woekrs which was the nam^ prior to the United 
Public Workers and she identified hers^^lf not openly as a 
member of th. Communist Party at that time but she carried the 
Communist Party line. 

I recognized it in 1942 when I was | not a member, but getting 
tecK to 1946 she became very active in tlie United Public Workers 
and at thattlme Identlf ledherseif to me as a member of the 
Communist Party. ' 

I never approached her as to transfj^rring over into our 
branch and never had too many discussions j with her about her 
activity in the Communist Party but we generally spoke of the 
business of the Comunist Party, the iin^ of seiung Daily 
P;otekers. I mean it Is hard to recall the! incident in particular. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wore you acquainted wkth the Communist Party 
organization on a higher level than your U«diate cell, say, the 
section group of the Coomunlst PartyV j 

Mr. Nolan, Well, I was acquainted oiily to the extent that 
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ilMtf met the section 



I bad at,t ended a sect ion meeting and 
orgaaiaer. 

Mr. Tavonner. Who vas he? 

Ur. Molan. it vas a she. i am sirry to say X don't remember 
her name. As a mcitter of fao^ I don't even reoaii her name. 
X don't remember if she even told me hlr name, xt vas Comrade 
Jt'^^s J^'^ ^ '^y she ^ introdocied and X neve^bother^ ^ 
to find out vhat v^s her last name or anything else. 

Mr. Tavenner. you recau any 
section level? 

Mr. Holan. No, offhand X don't, Mr.j Tavenner. 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you have any knovjiedge of the opea(ion 
of Tenant Leagues? : 

Mr. Nolan, yes. ! 

1 

Tavenner. Of the Mev Yoric City Hcusing Authority? 



>^her persons on the 



sense: that ve as 



Mr. Nolan, x was acquainted in this 
members of the imited Public Workers voulcf have at various times 
an issue between the management of the Citjy Housing and ourselves 
as employees in the Authrity and also as members of Local ill 
of the United Public Woraers. i 

Whatever the issue vas sometimes we vcjuld need the support 
of, say, outside people, outside the realm pt Local iii. 

Then we would call upon or try to get Ithe assistance of 
the Tenant Leagues to support us. 

I r«.e.l»r oa» tncMent s«,. Ool^„ .. there iwre some 
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painters being terminated, provisioni^i painters at that time 
that were being terminated, and Sara I>oigin had suggested at 
a few of the meetings of the committee that was set up of the 
painters to oontaot the Teaants League* in Queensbridge Houses 
and see if they wouldn't send a barrai^ of telegrams to the 



act i cm that they had 



City Bousing offic^iais condemning this 
taken to terminate a number of provisionals. 

It was something that Sara Dolgin Leemed to Know the 
people who were active in the Tenants League in Queensbridge 
and they could get their support at almost any time they wished. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Queensbridge orfUnioation has been 
placed on the Attorney General's list, has it not? 

Mr. Nolan. At inter years, yes. 

Going back to names of people I said were in the Communist 
Party cell I belonged to, I forgot to meition the name of 
Abbot jTolfsoUj. W-o-l-f-s-o-n, who was emjioyed at that time 
in the New York City Housing Authority as 
is Still employed by the New York City Housing Authority aad has 
the title, I think, of ^bperiateadent of Construction. 

Mr. Tavenner. BO has admitted his former Communist Party 
membership and isi herel as a witness today, is he not? 

Mr. Nolan, niat is true. 

lie also was an active member im Lociai 
2»ub«ic Workers. 

Mr. Tavenner. No« jthe question that i liad in iMjK^ x^%lft%9> 



an engineer and today 



ill of the united 
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to natters of pr^fereooe in admlssioiias tenants in the Housing 
Authority. Do you know of any instance in vhich,from your 
heat belief « Coamianist Party oieiiibership had any influence 



upon the proper autj^ofities in a<liai88^jLons as a tenant? 

lir.Holan^ Yea, that particular iaoident coaderns oiyseif. 
After being discbar,ged from the U. S. Navy, there was a bousing 
8bortag0 and I had been living in a furbished room while my 
wife and child were living in overcrowdecjl quarters with her 
monther, my mother-in-law. 

This went on, I would say, for about \ five months, and it 

1 

was very depressing to me to be living in a furnished room and, 
consequently, I mentioned it to G<i>rard F. Jjansen about my personal 
problem. 

Ur. Tavenner. Were you a member of the\ communist l^rt> at 
this time? 

Mr. Nolan. Tes, sir, X was a member of the CcHmBunist Party 
at that tlme« I mentioaed this to Gerard F. Jensen about my 
persoaal probiam of ilvlag apart from my famUjr and if I oouid 
oaXy get aa apartment maybe I would feel a lot better about this* 

Beeaid, '^Weii^ do you thiak some of pur problems would be 
solired if you get an apartment?** 

I said^ **I certainly do/* 

He said, **Weii, I will tell you what. lUl see if I can't 

peak to somebody and see what we can do about it.^* He saw me 
later. 

few daye 
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Mr. TaveoDer. Let me ask you tlila first. At that 
particular time was there a waiting ^ist for admission as 
tenants? 

Mr. Nttan. There vas a terrific! waiting list, i would say 
It ran at least 70^000 people over ail the city now. l am 
saying a waiting list. There might have been 70,000 people 
accepted on the Msis of eiigibiie tenants to public housing 

and therefore were 70,000 people on the rolls as eligible 

i 

tenants acceptable to the New York Clt^ Rousing Authority as 
tenants, not n^e8sarily70,000 apartments. 
Mr, Tavenier. All right. 

Mr, Nolan, As I say, after presenjting this problem to 
him in discussion h© said he would see what he could do about 
It and a few days l^ter he approached me and Aid, "I have gotten 
you an apartmeht.** 

I said, •^That is fine. Where is it?|* 
He said, "It is; in Brudcner Houses.]* Bruckner Rouses 
happens to be located on Bruckner Bouievi^rd in the Bronx, it 
is up around Boynt on Avenue, LaFayatte Ai^enue. They are 
Quonset hut type of houses. They used ttjem during World War 
I to build temporary quart era for ciervice| men overseas. 

i " 

He said, "I got you an apartment at Bruckner Houses.** 
Be said, "I talked to Sonia Osier,** who wj^s the manager 
at the time in East B^ver Bouses. He sai<j, "She has talked 
to the nai«er of Brttol^tner. All you have tL do is bring your 
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he was a nenlber of the 
kiiiOl of three-way 



wife up there and you have got aa apJ^tmeat. Go up aad take 
care of It," 

He set the appoiatment of, I heikeve« It vas Thursday. 
I don't snow the esaot date or oonth. |l believe It was somewhere 
In July of •47 on la Thursday morning about eleven o'alooft that 
i went to Bruokndrl Bouses with ay wife and we went intto the 
manager there. Today he is presently a supervising manager 
in the New YorK City Bousing Authority. 

Mr. Kearney. Is be a member of the jCommttnist Party? 

Mr. Nolan. I ooold not say he attended meetings with me 
but from other Communists I was informed 
Communist Party« but again we get into a 

conversation as to how he was a member. I mean through other 
Communist Party members he was a Party melber but 1 couldn't 

actually say I saw him in meetings. 1 

I 

As I say, Gerard F. Hansen contacted ^onia Osier, who in 
turn contacted Harold Berger, 1 

These people were both managers, one o!f them the manager 
of East Aiver, the other a manager of Bruckner. It was 

was a Party |ttember. Bow he knew 
of her as a Party member I don't know. \ 

Tavenner. That is the hearsay testl^imony I was referring 

to. 

I 

Mr. Nolan, he referired to me that she wis a member of 
the party, that Sonia was a member of the Xtert^,and he would 
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contact her and she vould know vnhld tio contact. 
She in turn contacted H ardldBer|ger. 

This project, firuoKner Booses, Lid been Just opening up* 



people presently in the 
hundred to open up. 



There were maybe a couple of hundred 
dwellings and say maybe another tiw 

Mr. Berger, upon meeting him at the BrucKner Hi uses, 
Z had met him previously as a member the Otoited Public Workers 
and I had seen him in the capacity as manager. I sat down, 
I sat down and introduced my wife, and we talked about getting 
an apartment. 1 

"unfortunately,** he said, **X don*^ have anything right 
now,** he sa^s, **but I wILl put you on a waiting list.** 

So X thought, **Weii, gee, X thoughjt this thing was all 
cleared.** ■ 

At that point Jsoneone walked in hii^ offic6 and put a 
paper in front of him and then he said, |**Gee, are you in luck. 
Z Just had a canceiiation.** 

He took me in a Jeep, my wife and mj^self in a Jeep and took 
us down to this Qudnilet hut and shoved uj| this ea^>ty half of 
a Quonset hut, and we looked at it, and lile said, **0o you like 
itr Do you want it?** 

We said, **Yes,** and he took us back and we filled out the 
papers. X gave him al deposit « and moved a few weeks later, 

Mr. Kearney^ How muoh was your rent? 

Mr. Nolan. $33.S0j 
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Mr. Searney, Ho^ many rooms? 
Mr. Nolaii. Aa «h©y cisssifled SLt\ four rooms. 
Mr« Koarney, I One bedroom? 

Mr, Holaa. Too bedrooms and bathl The bath was a staii 
shower, one of those prefabricated setuk»s. The living room and 
kitchen was the pvaknesa of a Quonset hut, and a short 
imrtltlon that was b^cKed up by an oil heater on one side 
and a pipe stove and\a hot water heater o\n the other side and, 
that was the extent o!f your living room aid Kitchen classifiua- 
tionj they classified \lt on the books as a\ f our rooia apartment. 



Thaii is the way in that ono particular instJa&ce that throutjh 
the cpmmun&st Party I flei that X got an apartment and that 
2 Jumped a lot of poopl^^ that were on the wa-^ting Ust, as I 
had not even had my <name\in, 

(At this point, Mr. ^oulder entered the bearing room.) 

Mr. Kearney. In* othe^r words, the piaoingUf that sheet 
of paper in front of the manager was a part of \t he act? 

Mr. Nolan. S believe it was for the benefit of my wife, 

\ 

who was not a Party member iind didn't luiow anything about me 
being a Party member, \ \ 

Another pdnt to prove tVe role of Sonia Osier as I Knew 
Bff was she passed the word to Jansen at one time lhat my 
mediate superior, a Mr. Blrmkngham, was out aftei my sKln and 
)u better tip him off." She ,didn»t Know me but she Knew 
sen through the Party and told hln. he better teii\ Nolan that 



1 -- 

103 

\ 

the boss is looking for his bide. 

Mr. Tavenner^ Now, vill you teiiius, Mr. Noiap^ the circum- 

1 

stances under which you left the Commuiiilst Party? 

Mr. Nolan. I will ten you the factual circumstances 
under which I left the Party, I left the Communist Party because 

I seen that they had been maning eais, yuu might say, with 

1 

city ofBLcials. I m not classifying these deals as right or 
wrong. They had been made these deals. They would sell some 
one group out to benefit another group and that in turn might 
have been better for the union. It vi;uid have put the union in 
a better position. 

(At this point, Mr. Kearney withdrewl from the hearing room.) 

Mr. Nolan. For exapple^ I felt that they had sold out 
my particular group that I represented, the painters. They 
didn*t present any opposition So the housing authority when 
they were terminating these painters. They put up a very toKen 
resistance and didn't seem to be interested. In other words, 
we didn^t seem to be of any value to them and they didn't seem 
to be interested. They were interested in ^nother group. 

It was very evident to me that they would make a deal with 
anybody to benefit this union and in turn benefit the Communist 
Party. As a matter of fiadt, Manny Sherman, who was the organizer 
for the Local ill at the time had told me, ^Tes,** he said, 
'^I am a little 8Uspicioi» of some of these things ntyseif because, 
as a paid organiser, I ami entitled to sit in a meeting,** and. 



ho B^ya, "Bi^i ^et me sit in tho hall vhiie he talked to 

the Conaissioaer ^nd then he came out and said, 'it's all set.«« 

He dida^t sa^ what wadset and hoi it was set. Be was 
suspicious. Be didn't say what Comicisioaer. Be didn't say 
what department. 

As I say, tha^ is factual. This wis evident, very 
strongly evident to me that they do buiiness with anybody for 

their ovn ends. t 

i 

As a result, it was only a questioji of time until 1 jmt 
dropped out of the whole thing completely. 

Mow, of course^ this statement I an^ going to make is not 
necessarily factualfe^it X was dismissed h^ the New York city 

Bousing Authority. I 

1 

This dismissal happeaed approximately five years after X 
had left the Communist Party and left the union and X feel that 
this dismissal — x can't prove it. That is why X say X am only 
putting it on record for one reason, and that is that maybe 
you people would be interested in knowing thow they can work and 
do work, that they waited for a»to build u^ a record against 
myself. Normally, in the practice of civil service, when a 
person is doing something like he is not rJjgular in atteadance 
you generally suspend him, or you use some jiiinor disciplinary 
measures to try to brin^ him into line. They never suspended 
me. Just one day they hit me right on the l^ead and said, **]>on*t 
go back to work until you have a hearing.** 
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After I was tola that G«ra£t2 



X.m JaB3ftBfe,whom I had 



been a member with &d the Communist Party and who had Known 
I had bro2cen with the Communist Party and with whom I had a 
disagreement on tie situation that existed in Korea, S had 
voieod ay opinion very strongiy against the Communist Party and 
against the situation inKurea, I :feeA he brought that word bacis 

^^g^^v J thAt after that the word went out, 

'•;?© have got to got rid of himo" 

He Knew I was in disagreement with him and kntiW he couldn't 
cell me a friend no more, yet, at the time of dismissal, 
prior to my dismissal, he inter;)ected himself into the scene and 
said, "You don't have to worry about a thing. You win get off 
aith a light sentence," and this aLd that and the other thing, 
and asKed me who my lawyer was, ana E told him and the a&ms is 
Morr is Aelsberger, so called eivil 



is, and he had to have a priyrate conference with him explaining 
to himhow he was going to show thici lawyer bow to defeat the 
charges againstme. 

l£sr. Tavenner. This is Jansen? 
Mr. Nolan; This Is Jansen. Bel bad this prlv ate conference 
With this BSorris Relsborger,&nd S called him up a few days later 
and then 2 oalied the lawyer and be said, "J am In a^ee^nt 
with Jansen th^t you plead guilty and throw youipseif on $he 
mercy of the cburt and maybe they will i©« you off with 
©unpens ion >.** Th^t didn't happen. 



Service expert lawyer that 
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cQia^t prove it, — that is 



S o^^mQW^^e^ ilQ ^hat uf imsy&r had &dt)tfise<8 sae to do and 
pieaded (^iliity to uB^ffit^vos* they isaid S msgtisiity of and then 
S fotiBBid oifit t hmg my&olSo They had no Eaeffc^o They Jtisst said, 
«*7otisssre dismissedP^ peiriod. 

1*0 that extent S soyp and S 
^foirt^seate r- that the Coms&ui&ist PQirty is ixkst]nameatai in that 
GSteat that they oaa (go in and go aright to top officials 
Qnd S don^t ^no^ ho^ they Gsanipn&iated it. That again I can^t 
pspove i&ii&t S am convinced thotthat, is ^hat happened « 

ISSsTo Taveinnes'o Wesre yota stiahs|equent iy reemployed? 

Mffo Koiano 7<98p siiTo | 

BSffa Tavenner. Sn the same position? 

Ws?o li^^ennes?, Mtes* ho^ long a period of time? 

Zfiffo £}oian» WeJLJLp after ten months of being out of the 

employ of the City Botssing througtal the intercession of some 

I 

people that l had tsno^n they Imd a^pproached and interceded for 

I 

m throtisgh the clliairman of the Bov^ing Authority to talii&e ma. 
McKp that it ^Qs an unfortunate situation and finally , after 
much pressure heing put on the chairman of the Authority, &ey 
hired me as a provisional, tirhich is not a reinstatement because 
provisional, in tens® of civil ser\f[ice, has no status, no 
security You can Just ten him tale is terminated and he doesn't 
De^d anythingo Be is finished. | 

So S had nothing esoept they satisfied the retguest of those 
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people iLntierested in seeing I gjot my Job T>acls. They satisfied 



ttfflt request and said, "We win 
didn't say how. They said, "We 
how he worKs out«** 

0»Se t wor&ed out and they 

hacK« 



put him bade to work." They 
will leave him on trial and see 

still didD*t want to put me 



Mr* jtechenijc, who is the Chief of Personnel in the New 
ITorS City Homing Authority, tuljl Mr. cruise it was impossible 
to reinstate me under civil service law and yet I had a copy 
fa my pociset and I have at home in my files a letter from 
Dr. Schoeffer of the civil Service Commission, who in reply to my 



jbeing r<ai]ii£itated said that 



(ftuestioa as to my possibility of 
uader Section so and so of the iaj», S could be reinstated. 
Of counrse, that is a little bit o|f old history. 

My. Tavenneffi s have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mi?, Moulder, The Tvitms is excused. 

Wo i?i8h io espress to you oJ| gratitude and appreciation 

of your ciDopeaiQtion and the information which you have given 

1 

this coQaitteoi. i 
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, Mr©. Oslero I ma & social ILiBVQstigfa^or iov the DteBOffS- 
laeBB^ of {7Glf&7e, 

My, Ta?«niBeff„ Who ms your superiLoir or superloirs? 

Mffs. osier, s really for the ssotaent caQ«t reqall, 2 
«hin&, well 2 <jos»»t &tkoia if i sbJjuKI say guess. X <lon't 
remember. % reaijLy don*t. 

Dir. Tavenner. Over hov long a period of time vereyou 
so employed? 

Mrs. Osier. Abou^ten or eleven trout hs, 

ETo Tavenner. can you describe your position a little 
more clearly to us as to what office you wor&ed out of or 
give us some better description tiian Just merely that pf- did 
you say investigator? 

Mrs, Osier. Social Investigator. 

Ev.ouse me a minute. 

UTo IfaveiaiBer. Certainly. 

(Witness conferred with her oUinsei,) 

Mrs. Osier, i cp.irie<S a case load of 50 to 60 recipients 
of public welfare and was in charge of a littte territory 



and it was ng/i Job to see to it thai 



public assistai^ce only so lo&g as they maintained eligibility. 



these recipients received 



applicants for assistance 



St was also my. job to see that 
were granted assistance only if th^ir were eligible. 

Mr, Stovenner. What was that t^ritory to which you were 
assigned? ! 



ill 



Mff. Schovev, BoSore ve go Ifwrther^ let the record show 

I 

that the House is not s&tt&ng to|d&y. 

Mff, Rfiiffid. 2 am sorry. E did not isno?r. I assumed it was. 
Sir. Soherer. 8 Just taiKod jio Washington. 
Mrs. Osier. 2 am sorry. 2 | don't remember your question. 
Ear. Tavenner. Let me state I it over. 

I 

You stated that you were connected as an employee of the 
Hew YorK City Buusing Authority. 1 What project of the 

Authority was it that you were cJnnected with? 

I 

Mrs. Osier. 2 worked for sejireral projects during my 

employment with the Authority. I 

I 

Mr. Tavenner. What were they? 

Mrs. Osier. Red H00& Rouses^ Edwin eabrl&ham. East River p 
and S&Goh Riis. 

Ear. TQvenner. Over how long ja period of time were you 
oonnected' with those particular homing projects? 

Mips. Osl^. B'lor ten years. ! 

i 

Easp, «av0ni!?ieff. That would go iacis to approximately 1939? 

£S2Ps. Osier, That is oorreot. I 

I 

£3ff. Staventiher. Were y©^a e£apioj|®d toy the city Government 
^ior to thot tiiiae? 

Sirs. (l&3JL®r. 7e8. 

I 

Was it in Po^iilc; Welfare? 

Mrs, Osier;. That i® correct. ' 

I 

ia?..^Kisreffln9»r, Wmt vma the choiacter of your employment there? 



sm S ^b^JLtf bB^e esplQ&TOd to yojis in & few mosieDts, certain 
CosmdDffi&st Posrty actilv&tira withkiip Among employees of the 
City ^veifQmeiat w&tSi speciL&i sreWence to public bouslQg and 

also P^Xic ! WOIT'KS o I 

I • 

The eoBiml^tde h&<S understocjd that you having held the 
K»08iltfi.oiB tofp & period of time aai Bousing manager under the 
Nev VorK City Authority may have| some information that the 
committee desire to have. > 

Mr. Moulder, And use in connection with iegisiatloD which 
the coasmittee has under considerjition, 

MTo «nnd. May 2 inquire, Mr. Chairman, whether the 
committee siting here at a time ihen I believe the House of 

i 

Kepresentatiyes is in session in jWashington has procured 
special leav0 to sit under the Legislative Reorganization Act? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, the commijttee has not obtained such 
authority but this committee is g^ven specific authority in 
the Act establishing it to so sit i whether the House is in 
session or noto 

That same question has been s^aised before. 

Mr. Rand. I understand, and iit is still pending, of course, 
in the Court tff Appeals ibr the District of Columbia. 

I ^ 

Mr. Moulder. The committee will suspend for Just one 
moment . | 

Mr. Tavenner. X believe my question was what project was 
it that you were connected with. 



you i&Fed in Bail^^ore? 
, 1949. 

did you i&ve in the c&ty of 



Bars. Osier. Mo. 

I3sr. Taveanear. H&ve you taught sit Baltlntore in some other 
iostHtutloD? 

BITS. Osier. I have, 

Mr.Tavehner. Whatmiis that? 

Mrs. Oaler. The Johns Hop&ins IffniversiLty^ Baltimore. 
B3r. T&irenDer. Ho^ long have 
Mrs. Osier. SiDoe Septendber^ 
Mr. Taveaner. Prior to that 

I 

m&e 7orlK? 

Mrs. Osier. I did. 

T^veaner. Vhat m&s the nature of your empioyment in 

Hew 7orK? 

Ms«. Osier. .Just prior to coning to Baltimore? 
Mr. Tannever. 7es, 

Mrs. Osidr. X vas in Bousing Management. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that ^ part of the Kew 7orK City 
Housing Authority? 

Mrs. Osier. Yes. 

Mr. vender. What particuiar 
you were conneicted? 

MTs.Osier,^ MQy S pioase oafis a ^mestion? 

Mr, ^avenner. 7e0, 

MSrs. Osier. What is the naturt^ of this inQosiry? 
Ear. I^venmer. This cosmittee is undertQising t® investigate^ 



project was it with which 



m 



£38*0 WonMego So you so&OQ&JLy evmff $Sia$ ^h® tiestK&moB&y 
yotiB Off® to giLve B^Qfo^e thiUs coiags>essiloiBaA soatocoimi&t^ee 

triiJL !to ttbe, tvuth^ the ^oie truth amd noth&Bs hut the truths 
so heigiyou G«Ka? 

Ms^s. Osier. S do. 

Bdr. Tavenmer. W&iA you stsjte your Hkmrae^ plecise? 
6225 WOOMCSIJSS imsmSBt, MLTSHSOSEp CS/ySITLAKD^ 

WATT smimmo ^Asmk&sm^ o>. c. 

SSrs. Osiier. SouHa {^ier. 

Bar. Tavenner. St is noted tlju&t you are fficoon^niLed hy 
oouQseA, ; 

I 

I 

W&JLJL oouDsei please &<ient&f3| h&mself for the record? 

Mr,. Hand. Harry S. «and, WyJtt BuHAding, Wash&as^oap D.C. 



us your address « pieasOp 



Mr. Tavenner, W&ii you texi 
and your occupation? 

Mrs^ Osier. 6225 Voodaores Avenue j, Bait&morep isaryiand. 

S am a psycboiog&st by occuptitiLon. 

B4r, Taveaner. Are you at the present time teaching in any 
institution in or near Saitimore? 

£9s>s. Osier. 7es. 

Ur, Taveaner. What iitttitutibn? 

I 

Eflyso Osl«ro GQwchoy^ G-<^w-c|-h-e-jPp College. 



Ms". irfiiv^eQQes>. Affe yoia also a 
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ffioiy othesr m&irr&od biaihg before 



Ms>8oOQiex>« I guess &t some place Im Barlem. 
Wffo TaveAQero Mow^ you srespoGKled to youar Hiame as Marso 
Sos^la OslQsr. Yuu mre DTo SoQ&a | Osier? 
WpBo Osles-o That iLs srlgbtj 

Mir. TavenDeiTo 7ou hold yom* degree 1& ^hat braacfii? 
Mrso Osier « Psychology. 

MTo ^avenmero Itaychology. |Bn&at is your mrrled name? 
Krso Osier o Osier < 

Bar. Tave&ner. Osier Is your married name? 
Mrso Os lero ThSiA iLs vi 
Mr. IPaveaner. Have you had 
the nam® of Osier? 

Mafs, Osier e 3mt escuse me a milautec 
(^e T^itsiess conferred with her couaseio) 
Mrs. Osier. 7esp I did. 
Mr. Taveuaer. What tras the o|ii8»9? 
Mrs. Osier o Wright. 
Mr. Tavbaaer. 7ou mre the 
Erso Oslera Yes. 

Mr. Taveaaer. Who Is MiPo ^rli^ham^Osofslsy?^ 
ih&Z mme &a<3 thee &t iias ofiians^ (Osle)Q 



\ 
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7&i¥0Qnes'o W&Ai you t&lLthe cosmLttee^ pie&sep 
wSiet2;beff tftutffiLQg the peiflLo<2 when you ^es^e an employee of the 
Hev YoffK CUty Aisthoir&tSyp you were aware of the ex&stence of 
any orgaa&sed • - group of the Coijimualst Party which civil 
eaiployees of the City of Hew YorK were mienibers? 

filrsi, Osier« I am declining |to answer this question 
and S would liKe to of for the foilowing reasons for my declina- 
tions I thiols that the worfi^ of this committee over the past 
twenty-odd years has injured this nation and I am very reluctant 
and uB&wiiling to participate in any part of its wor&. 



Mffo Scherero Mdam^ that is 



no reason. You may thinlc 



that but that is ao legal reasoa for your refusing to answer. 

Osier o Stey S offer son^ other reasons? 

i 

• Scherer. You may offer yow coast itutional grounds 



hut whether you liisse the committee or not or what you feel 

I 

its effect has been upon the natiojn is certainly no legal 
reason for yoii^ refusing to asKswer.j 

; . We recognise thajt you have certain consti- 

i 

tutioDhai rights to refuse to answer but let us not deal in 

I 

those other reasons « 

MrSo Osier e I also feel that this question may ndlbe 
relevant at the present time specially since I have been 

away from the Authority since I949;and I further would like 

i 

to avail fliyseif of the privileges granted to me by the Consti-* 

I 

I 
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I 

me, Scherer. Wb&cfii prov&siiions of the Constitution? There 



m&. Osier o Ajljl righto S wpuid JL&Ke ito tQKe the privileges 

accorded in theQQi^l^&ttmt&oQ itsejif sind sever&ji of its 

i 

ameo^tfsiteiatSpDSiiaeiy^ the first^^ thje fifthp the sixths &Dd the 
_&i!^t^h ' e^Boia to the CosistituiioQo 

Mro Tavdnnero Sn toeing yowp refusal to answer in part 

1 

w^m the fifth amemdmesnt ^ do yoia intend to include that part 
the fifth assiendB&e*'t which provides against seif-incrimina* 
tion? I 

filsPSo Osier o i^ong other pas^ts S include that part. 

IOTo Scherer. What was the question you asKed^ B3r« 

I 

Tavenner? 



Ctr« 'u'Qt^ennero The quest ion ^ 
or not dpring the period she was 



in ©uhstaacei^ wao whether 
ei&pioyed hy the New 7orK 



Gity Mthosrit^ she wos awore of the existence of an os*ganized 
grotop of the Coamunist Party laade up of civil employees of 
the Ci^ ^overnnsent. \ 

£Ssp@o Osi(»r^ during the perioJs that S have referred to, 
were youis^urgeif a raemher of the <;oianiunist Party? 

ESbPSp Os'iero S will decline to answer or am declining 
tt3» an®wes> this on the same groundii)« Am S required to repeat 
the gs^tsindt(3? 

ES&'o IS3o\iaiIL€e2?o Kop you are no^o 



OBl th» B&BI9 



your occupation p your 



Mr. Taveciaer. Mr« Smith. 

Mr. Moulder. Do you soJlOBBniy swear tbat the testimony 
you are about to give before this ^onmittee wiil be the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but th^ truths so help you God? 
Mr. Smith. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are Mr. Heirraan J. Smith? 

I 

TESTIMONY OF H£RMM Jo SUS^^ 
160 WEST i74th STREET^ AjpAlTBSEWT i5-6p 
BfiONX 53^ NEW YO!IS< 

My« Smithy Yes^ slLffo 

Uto Tavenjiaer^ W&JLJL you stase 
resitfencep and your aige? 

Mro Smiths S (Sun a otvtk enhglKheev^ My iresitfenBce is 
160 West 174th Street^ Apartment 16-Gp BroiBX 53^ K©w YoffR, 
X sun now thirty -K&ioe years o^ &se, 

Mro Tsi^esiBiero St Is Qotetf that you are sBot aocosagMisiied 
by counsel o 

Mr. Smlthu Nop slro 

Mro Tsjivenbero St iLs the praot&oe of the conraJLttee to 
a^SFilse a wHtaess that he jls entitled to oounsei If he desires 
It. 



Sfinltho S Intend to tell the truth so S do not thins 
S need anybody ^ 

SUTo Taven^ero You oire a olvli. 
of Public WorK$ for the city of He^ YorK^^ are you not? 
MTo Salt hi That Is right ^ sir. 



engineer In the Sei^aurteent 



GfiSTo if^vGi^g&9s>« How JLoiag have you beeo so empdLoyed? 
MiPo SsftiLi^l^e £ ^cHteired eraployciont of the Department of 

PoalbAlLo Woiiriss <$^i]iiy 5|» 19 51 as a junior civil eng^laeer^ provlsloD&l« 

I 

WPo TavesbnesTo Mvc Smithy It came to the attention of 

the staff of the oommlttee that yc^u had at one time and for 

I 

a very short period of time been a member of the Communist Party. 

I 

BIIr« Smlthe ires^r slr^ 

Mr„ Tffiveii|iaes> o And tb&t you h^ve had an experience as a 

I 

G&ty emB>JL'03ree ts^h&cb shouid afford jth&s committee scnne valuable 
imform&tioiB? 

I 

Mff, Smitb. ISesp sir. \ 

I 

SSr. Taveik&er. JUdt us begin b|y aslsing you to ten usp 
tSLvatp your dduoational background and thenteii us how you 

got into the Qommunist Party. \ 

I 

Mr« Smltho ¥es^ slr« My educational background^ sir, 
consists of tvp years at Lincoln jUnlverslty In Pennsylvania 
In liberal art|s» 

X also studied for a couple o|f years at the state 
Vtolverslty of luwa In mechanical engineer Ingp and I had a 
change of heart after the var was/jover and I decided I wanted 
to be a civil engineer and thanlcs !to the G.Sp Bill of Rights, 
I was able to go to Manhattan College and received my degree 
In civil engineering on the I3th oif June, 1951* 

Vpon leaving Manhattan College, X briefly went Into the 
employment of the Department of Mairlne Aviation for a couple of 
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weeto, 2 didn't feeii ^helline of worJc that was offered 

I 

there wowid develop oe sufficiently as an ©oglneer, and, as a 
ipesrait, E went to the PutoJLiLc WoyJSs Department, where i had 
previously filed an appilcatlohp dn the 5th of July, 1951. 

I 

Of course. In this time 2 have moved up through the ranks of 
the e&glQtieors) tiheire. 

Oh the leth of March, 1052, llwas appointed to the permanent 
title of Civil Enirineeringr Draftsiaan os a result of passing a 
competitive eaeaminatlon in Dec«al!>er, 1951. 

The flffst of OctoS»er, 1953, S was advanced to the 
provisional title of Assistant civil Engineer and put on leave 
of a1l»sdiD>ee froa my lower title of civil engineering draftsman 
QBsd on the 16th of March, 1954, E. v(as appointed to t;..e permanent 
title of ^sistant civil Engineer ^ a result of passing 
competitive esominations la a proiBo|tionai setup of the city 
of Ne^ yoffS and o& the 1st of Petorujary, 1957, i was appointed 
t® the peroQaent title of Civil Engineer as a result of a 
prwtionoi «jsQsainatiott and also in i between of receiving my 
professiqjnai engineering license fr«m the state o« Mew Yoris in 
^to 1050. ! 

©Piefly, that is iqy engineeyln^ career. 

i 

EJr, Tf&v«nner. How, most of th^ iaformation that we desire 
«aoes not jrelG^te to the period of yo«jr Communist Party memhershlp 
ffiiBd toecQ«!se the coa>mittee Is very mu[,h pressed for time, 2 am 
8<DiBg to oes yona to dosoritoe to us jjjst hrlef ly the estent to 
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^Mch coon^iai5i&@e enter mS ikato the g^rootioreeegstt of yoiiar f iLret 

poslLt&DQ ^fi.th&m the CjLty Go^QsBUQeatt Slei? 7or&e 

£38*0 S&3&tho ^e estesnt to ^h&ch caKmnaQiLsm esutereoS iLs&to &t7 
Ma*» foFeiaher, 7e0p or &q X7h£it my coiirausikism ms connect etf 

i2flth tt. j 

Mro Ssa&thei WeJLi^ m ttnsf m ^ pos&t&oQ ^&th Heu VorK 

^ity^ S t^ouica have to go hacis to th|D FederaJl GoversmentpOf 

coisr^ie^ in the post off&cOo S me oQlie<8 lap on ioy&ity chsirses 

and there was a hear:Lng £d MQrchp £949^ and at thiLs hear&ng S 

trottld Jli&e to say that 1 never ^tll 

counsel or at least the heati of the 

that they i^ere not calling me &n to 

me in any way as you m&ght say^ but 

help me and wanted to find out if tljiey could help me^ and 
they gave me a very fair hearing^ as^d Z thlnis I wrote them 
all letters than&lLiigthem for It, 

I received a letter later from 
in WasMQgtoQp D. c. deoiaring me eilgibie for appointmeQt as 
a postal cierK substitute in the Meti| TosK City X>ost Office. 

Now^ as far as the city of New pTorK Is concernedp the Issue 
of communism dildn^t come up in employment until 1 applied for 
pero&anent statusio | 

My first permanent appointment was as a civil engineering 
draftsman March 16, 1952 p and on tha^ application the QuestioK2 
arose was 1 ever a member of the Communist Party, asid so forth. 



forget the words of the 
ccRomittee who told me 
pes^secute me, prosecute 
they were calling me in to 



the Loyalty Review Board 
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fiiQdp of covorsle^ I told them 1 was I 

I 

At the investjLgoitiLon E toJLd theai ®bo«Qt the Steder&l 

sitmtiom assd; S answered aAi the qiaestjLons that were put to me^ 

I 

The secoiad tjLme that the pomi^uii&sm came lap was after 

I 

my penpaaaat promotiLoQ to Assistant C&vlA Engineer and aftes! 
that proaotloh I was caJLied to thci CoBBsslsslonarpf Snvestlga* 
tions Office of the City of Mew and S was asl&ed certain 

qiK^dtlons there and^ of ootiasrse^ apiparentJLy S answered ail 
the <a Questions to their satisfaction as S still employed 

by the City of Hev YorlSo i 

I 

' I 
Birlef ly^ as far ^as my employment Is concerned^ slr^^ t^tli 

this committee called me that Is all. 

Mr<, Tavenner. Kow^ In os'der jCo maKe the answer to my 
qisestlon a little- plainer^ Z belletrja I v&ll have to go backo 

Mr. Smith o 7es4, sir. | 

BSr» Ictevettner. Vou had been a oeidbeff of the Communist Pa^ty 
over what period of time? 

Ms^^ Smith. S was o member of the Commuinlst ffsasfty^ S paid 
d^es In the year 19413 At the time S wq@ employed at the S^ 
Shipyard In Chest er^^ltannsylvanla^ My activities there 
briefly consisted of extending aboti&t fottnr meetings doarlng the 
s^ismmer and spsrlng of 1943. o 

Aftorreti^nlng froe the oer^lc e X had ^an Incident that 
happened In which S paid dues fos* the yeasr ^48 andp of ootaupse^ 
S never attended a iieetlng. S got oaspd^ and oo foffth. 



! £3!ip, ii^^e^moff, .ITbat xt9ue9 th^ao et.vovmatmno9B? 

Ill; 
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seti'&iB! oojiiiose es mo&i feiidvs v&otetf «o do andj, of cotovsop 
^to^ iLs 1^1 V9ir,^ CtSitem&i to (So qoO as a result I 

ffiiBipA&dd ojis Cbitamb&a^ at Brooklyn }>oAytectei, and ^o'S^Vp and so 

I ' i 

Spvth, aa;d e^^a.tbo schools putsiLde the oity^ and S vas told« 

of cooffiPse;^ 1i>y isost of thea that they treare crotNied and at N7V 

i : I, ,i 

they toldii ae, ^;hat S could enter ?<dhri8ary of *47. Boisever, 
Simnteid ll^o eitter right at^ay. 

As d lresiktp 2 was up at i35th Street &n the LJLhrary 

1-1 

and I 0^^mm9^ ahout Mnbattan College. S wastaiKlng wiLtb the 
fSlJLot? at| il3l^^'|b Street L&hrary and ve vere discussing colleges 
and so foi^th^ and Shis gentleman misntioned Ban Davis vho was 
01)1 ths 'Qi^f Cteiinineil of Hew yorfc at 



S I9e|it to 
Atf that tiUae E 



that time. 

Ben Davis'' office which was around the corner. 

Street between Lenox Avenue 
was upstairs on 13 3th 



was living on 13:6th 



and Sevenjlhi, and Ben Bavis' office 



7th ano dth oia the ^econd floor of the building 



Street beiKiween 
on the Goa^ner. 

2 weikit uip 
to help me!> ^ei^ 
of: the Ci^iy o^ New 7orK 

liSr. %ivehher. He was a member 
ofl New V^oi^? 

Mr. Smith 1 That is right. He was a member of the City 



and X went in with the intention of asking him 
into City College since he was an official 



of the Council of the City 
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CouQciLl ot that time« Being a lUe^Op and he w&s ftv&iiftbie 
there right sartortuB&dS the corneiTj, I thought that I could have 
better i^c& there. 

Of course^ Mr« Davis promptly told me that he thought 



tliat the best thing to do to show jthat I was an alert young 
man would be to Join the Communist; Party. Foolishly I gave 
him 50 cents £^nd he brought out a oard. 

S would JLl2se to s&y that £ n^ver saw Mr. Oavls again after 
thato S never tjent ^'foo&o | 

S received cards over q perlc^ of sl£ or eight months 
from a Lincoln Douglas Club. S iat|er was told that the Lincoln 
Douglas Club v&B the Coaaunist aff 'dilate up at City College. 

E nevesi' olttenideil o meetjlng of| tl&at organization. In 
foctp S thinfic it was several days after that that S had a little 

esperienoid ond S am very thQQ&ful ^hat I had it. TL didn*t know 

I 

what to do. 

At that timep S didn't &nov anyone, hardly « in ilev 7orlc 
City« and S had Just gotten married.. Wf vife vas pregnant 
ond S wanted Zp get in school. | 

So S thought that S- would try praying a little « so S 
WQl&ed out £roin Eay house on I36th Street and I turned the 
corner and waussed down 7th Avenue. jWhen S got to 132nd Street, 
jltost WQl&i'ng arhitrarily, something said^ **Why don*t you 

I 

go: in this: ohteujroh and pray.** S went in St. Aloysius and they 
ha^e a st^atue o£ ®ur leady of Lourdes, and S went hefore that 



I ^A^eiia 

I 



,1 



She istsos^ QBM^aflJ «® goS Amtio saaBstotseafla c©JiJi«s«9.- So «aciJ, 



I ' ■ iii 



y®8.," 

I 



jbe OQBt boAp yonB," 

jsiwtiQlLjps tt© seo «b® nigieiasaHBia' QBwfl b« eeiae baos 



mo' ^BiiiG iS>®®b^ 



I 



9ff 



9t 

I 



tr&AJL go aiiua 869 ttbe Iltobs&ggkpir, 



s&gmtittiisf'e em Hts ffeoosmeBiUlBg 

QspoSboff X<eo« 
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Mr. ^vennaip. And 1946 |you d&d not attend the 
sieetjLng and have sot attesided o&je since? 

Ssaith. Ho, sily. The iapt meeting I attended of the 
Communist Ps^rty, sir, vas in the summer of 1943. 

Bar, Tavfenner. Wow, if you wire not a member of the 
Communist PaSfty during the period of your eaployment by the 
City Government, how is it that jfou cQn be of help to this 
committee? Ss it not a taitt that- you were able to observe 
two persons, one by the name of ^Uar and one by the name of 
-t^^p 'ho have been identified asl Communists and one of whom 
at least was your superior? | 

Smith. S romember Mr. silar very well, sir, 
Mr. Tavonner. iknd that you jean enligSiten this committee 

I 

as to the opportunities that thoa^ people had or would have 
in the event of national emergemc]| because of the positions 
that they hold? | 
Smith, yes, sir. 
Mr. Tavehner. S wishyou would describe that to the committee 



Mr. Smith!. When B entored th^ Department of Public Worto, 
sir, in July, 1931, 2 was introduc«>d to the Section Chief, 
a Mr. Barish and Mr. Barish, of course, being a section chief, 
tooM me to his assistant, a Mr. Lec^s SKiar^ Mr. Lewis S&ior 
appeas-ed to be a very fpiendly aian ,and he gave me my first 
Qssignments. 2 {notioed that he tooGs a special interest in me. 
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I 

For ixustSancep &i& dles&gjci i!7or& he would wosrK very 
cJLosoly ^iLlth, mOp antf^ however founc! tbat his approach bad a 
famiJLi&r ring to iiie<, Sq other w^rda^ it n^aa actually ideaticai 

S ^ould say to the Cozomuaists that I had oaoountered la the 

1 

shipyard and faot 2 vlii go scf far as to say that with 
EfiTo S&xar, the only dlff ©ranee was he dida't ?jhow me a card 
to say that "I aa out to recruit |f or the Commuuist party." 
That was the Impress loa that I Immediately got from Mr. SKiar. 

Weil, he waat^d co auvvi^ where I had beeti and, of course, 
he found out in turn that I iiad worked in tha shipyard in 
Peonsyivania, and so forth, and a|ii. 

He in turn bocarae iutertisted; in speaking of labor unions 

and, weii, it put me in somewhat of a difficult position. 

I 

Actuaiy, from the beginning, I won't say I hated the man, becaaso 
ay father, even before i bucamw a Catholic, vho was a Protestant, 
taught us not to hate even in the , south where we oame from. 
We were told that we were no butter than people that we hated 
and wo were never tau&ht to hate, |su I couldn't have hated him 
in view of my religion, but I win say that he was very repulsive 
because he syiuboliaed to me everything that those people who 
had approached me in the deceptive; manner that they did in 
Pennsylvania symbolised and to me he appeared as an individual 
who would not hesitate to taite the maxiuimii advantage of me and 
to use me in any way that ha possibly could. 

I 

However, I had to restrain mysoif because oi' Mr, Skiar's 
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strategic position in office. ■ 

In other boards f if I was to | learn Anything about 
engineering in the Job, if 2 made an enemy of Mr. SKiar right 
avay things might have been different, so Z tolerated these 

i 

diacuss&OEiSo The discussions cebtered aroundp we win say^ 
labor uEiioQs^ for iustancdp for c>Dt». He foia&d out that I had 
beeiA in th& iabor uociioQ Igi the shipyard and so forth. 

At that time^ the Asuericau ijabor tinions were finding out 
who the Communists were and, of course, they were kicKing them 
but of the unions and he vigorous |ly defended the Communists 
and the American labor movement. , Sn other words, he said 
they vere actually the basis of the true labor union movement 
in America. ' 

Not only did he do that but time and again he would hold 
up the unions of the Soviet Union jas a model of unionism, of 
people c;ho are truly interested iii labor and sometimes S 
would have to dodge him at lunch tjime to Keep from going to 
the same restaurant vhere be oould go because he was so intent 

1 

on getting these points over, and so forth, and even at worn 
at the end of oork I wouid dodge hjim sometimes to Keep from 
riding tisg samei subway uptoisn. He rode the Lesinston Avenue 

I 
I 

tipain up to Qriind central Station vheve he vent to Westchester 

i 

to his home. Then there «©re such | things as the racial 
(SjUsoffiminoitioni problem. i 

1 

Of cdtfflipse, 2 am aware that there is a racial discrimination 



aadp of '6oura'90 S Amagine that as 



io&g as yods hsiva sot 



&!b tha ScM^&at 



b&a ootiaJL ma tliot &q 



cosaas to aoa^hp but 

QiBMl uBMaeff tbo type of goverDmeat that ex&ate<]l 
On&oa tbat thereoDuid be no vso&ai tf&sQV&B&na- 
tjLoap th8|it i?Q<i&eiA «S&80ifiUsdaQt&dQ tsiia a result oftbe oapfttallat 
aysteiB in Amex<ica, an<S lie aaltftSii&t aa long as there oaa a 
o^pitaiisit aysi^en &n Amer&ca «d ^o]al<2 continue tol£akve z-eftolai 

Weii^ ef coi!r3<3j 



S am not ia person who tT&ll 
dllscrlml nation. S ^kiidn*t be a man l£ E 
hox^evespp S ivoultf point out certain thlnga to 



I haflobaerved and S 



hava traveled aulte a bit In 



d&aorlBiin^tlbn 
defend ract'lai 

d&d that, butip 

I 

For iliiistance^ i told hUm abuutl au iasiwaaoe oompaay &n 
bom<d tope^Kip the VnHvews&Le lAte imms^me Coinpaay. When we 
moved fs-omi Ariseltisas UemphSLB iai JL833^ the Q6a&ve8»s&o& lAfe 
SQsifiraace Qoia{|>Q|S2iy Mus UpegiLaoziilag tco get oa its feeto Sa 

factp they ^ve Lo pooir that the preii&tient of that comiiaDy had 
to come to \ ow^ l^oiase oa FioriLda Streei|^ad esanJlae ^iss whea we 
toojai oior poliLciLis &a the linBiLvesr8a& iLfe Sasisspaace CompaaypQad 



t polated out i^o; him that although M ^as la aa area where 
race reiat&|pas tinsren^t the heat that thiLs maap Dr« WaiKer^ vas 
ahie t[>huiid aa jLastsraace compasiythat has miiiiLoas of doiJLars 
SLtk assets tciiday aad has over $jlOO- miii&oa worth of Aasttraace 
In effect aad ^hOp &a the jLate fort&^ or earJLy fifties^ were 
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able to bu&itf an Insurance comip&ny office iLn BSampblLs ^here 

I 

they paid $750^000 cash for theis? off&oe^ andt 2 wouid point 
out that aAthough there ar^ some jthings wrong that it wmsn^t 
the picture that he painted^ ' 

S toid him that as a Negro s| thought that Z Knew more 

about the situation than he dido ' 

I 

Then S also pointed out the 'fact that often conditions 
exist because individuals may be satisfied with the trend 
of things in their particular ioci&iityp and S toid him that 
S Would thinAK that if any change was desired that it should 

be initiQti«ed iby those people and ipot ^ agitators in any way 

I 

to change that. { 

I 

Vellp there are any number of things. For instance^ S 
would point out to him the fact ttiat even in myself ^ my grand- 
father was born in slavery in Alaliiamap Bullods ' County S believe 
it wasp and he died only in ^SS. jstt was HoveiBber of 1830. 
He was born in 1361 « ! 

I pointed out to him that although my father was only 
able to get a seventh grade education and my mother was only 
able to go to the third grade^that in this country S wos able 
to become a professional engineer and thalt sugr broiSherrjio^s dentist^ 
and that those, ore thilng© that in/ saany of the Suropean countries 
it is not as e^sy to climb that foots p and there are ana^ nuAer 
of other things, for iEteitanceD the focti that in the laouth today 
in the variousi universities and colleges where Hegroes attend 
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Zhen there s^re issiny jlotegs^ated schools where they are 

^tt^entf&QSp that in lEhoae schooJLs you have more Negroes getting 

i 

^ coAJLege educAtioo than you clo in max^ycouQtries of considerable 

slze^ a&d the picture in my estimate was not the Kind of 

I 

p&eture that Mr« SKiar would have I that we were persecuted » 

£ told him thst was especially true in Mew YorR where 

I 

S couldnn see anything to Keep me bacK« 

Thenj» th^se thieigs would go vn^ It is very difficult to 
espiain it toi you because it was over a period of months where 
this went on and. well. jLt^ S&larl continued his various methods 

of trying to get over different p|oints« ffhen he wouldn't come 

i 

with labor unions and racial discjriminatlonp he would try to 
incorporate such things aSp say^ Igovernment. In government 
he would say that the two party sjystem was a farce in this 
countryp thaJ^ actually the countr]i| was run by people in Wall 
street p siDd yoiw vote, reg&rdiesaj of which woy It went, didn't 
mean ffinythlne. j 

Of course p I reakeniber very t^iearXy pointing out to Mr. SKiar 
one day. I aaid "If Inthls country the two party system is 
no good I want to Know how President Truman got to be President 
of the United Stataa." I told him he was opposed by the Republican 
Party. He was opposed by the Progressives on the left, and 
much of the Democrat Party opposed him* I said, "Yet he got 
to be elected President of the Ubited States. That loolss liKe the 
voice of the people to me«** 
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Besides « S told him it vas difficult for me to understCDd 
how an engineer^ a man who is required to think logically^ 
could say that a one party system tihat handed out a single 
slate to an electorate, could be a joemooratic setup as he 
would point out with respect to the Soviet union. 

Do you wish me to continue, sir? 

Mr. tavenher. 2 believe this | would be a good place to 

I 

break in your testimony. 

What I would like for you now Ion your return to tell us 

I 

about is Just what opportunities a | person now in the position 
that Sklar h«i»id on other similar positions would have in the 
eveat of a great Eiationai emergenc^p what Knoiariedge they would 

have so as to givo this coiamittee an idea of the importance 

I 

of the field that you are ia. ! 

I 

Mir« Saith,o Yes. ; 

(Whereupoxip at 3:00 p.m^^ thej oommittee recessed to 
recoKa^eoe at 312 55 Poi&op the same dayo) 

i 

Mrp Scherer« Mr« Chairman p ijmoffe that the balance of the 

witness^ statement be incorporated | in the record so that we 

I 

can read it at our leisure in view | of ttefact that we wish 
to adjourn. at tSiis timeo ' 

MTo MouKSero Without object ionp that win be done. 

(The statlement referred to foklowss) 



I 
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Mx-o Moulder. EJsy we say to yota .^that w© are very proud 
of you antf your loyalty to your oo|UDtry and w© certa&niy are 
grateful and appr©ciat£v© of the iQfornat&oQ which ycu have 
given the coBuqittee, 

Mr. Smith.! thantt you, sir. 

X wish to say that X am proud of my country , too, As a 
veteran of World War BJ,2 oertainily appreciate the way that 
I was treated and the courtesy thalt 5 got and the good treat- 
ment from the Loyalty Board that understood my problempand 
so forthp and the way I was treated, 

Mr. Moulder. There could be 
tremendous loyalty. 

Mr. Smith. Thanic you very muih. 

Mr. Scharer. We only wish th^re were more Americans liKe 

I 

you. I 

I 

Mr. Smith. ThanK you, sir. jAnything I can do I will be 
glad to do. 

Mr. Moulder. The c(»mittee w|ii adjourn. 
(Whereupon, at 4;00 p.m., the committee adjourned, 
subject to the call of the Chair.) 



no question about your 



- oo - 



ltd&eht prepared by ^ Detj^ Mildry Vo BUuv^lt 
,C, Police Dept., for executive session 6f 
Activities, May 9^ 



. Bijr, of Special Servifes,^f 
Roiiise , -Con^o on Un-Ameripan 



, a're regarded as concentra- 



Housing Projects, i.^., low-cost projects 
tlons by the Communist Party. ' 

According to communist definition, conceritration is a Leninist method 
of work, i.e.. Party activities are to be conducted in specified areas, 
such as working class areas, nationality groups, racial groups, etc., for 
the purpose of propagandizing the Party line, j 

A 16w-cost housing project, because of trie socio-economic status or 
level of its tenants,; fulfills the Party's requirements for a concentration. 
Here, in one designated area, the Party finds | the low-income group, the 
working-class group, the racial groups or so-called minority groups, and 
those on relief, all of whom the communists hope to convince are being 
exploited and in whom they hope to nurture the seeds of dissatisfaction, 
so that they will txirn to the Communist Party as the defender of human 
rights and the only organization, according to Party representations, 
interested in Jobs, higher wages and equality I for all. These are the people 
whom the communists hope to influence to carr^r the Party line to their shops, 
factories, union, social groups, even churches, by first reaching them in 
their homes with Party propaganda on the basic issues of their daily living 
on so-called civil rights issues, and on the Issue of peace. 

Party activity in housing projects is conducted through the technique 
of agit-prop, or agitational propaganda, which is the tactic of lirst 
educating the people how to think on a particular issue and then agitating 
them IntS taking specific action. This takes the form of the distribution 
of leaflets &nd the circulation of petitions on various issues of particular 
concern to the Party, especially the issue of peace-, getting tenants to 
Barticipate in delegations to V/ashington on the Issues of rents, housing 
and price controls, and civil rights', holding demonstrations, canvassing 
with the Daily and Sunday Worker to establish paper routes and to secure 

subscriptions. I 

I 

Party members, and especially those living in housing projects, are 
under directives to disseminate Party propaganda within the projects, one 
of the most effective ways being through the Tenants Councils which they 
organize and control. Although mon-communists are sometimes placed in the 
leadership of these Tenants Councils for the 'sake of giving them an aura of 
respectability, the Party members are always Ion the executive coxamittees, 
and they receive directiyes at Party meetings on issues to be projected at 
Tenant Council meetings. Tenants Councils are actually the sounding board 
for the Party line. | 



During my membership in the Communist Pajrty as an undercover operative 
for the New York City Police Department, I learned of the Party's aims to 
penetrate and infiltrate into housing projects, the methods used by the 
communists in their attempt to influence and gain support of the tenants 
around Issues of interest to the Party, and actually participated in 
carrying out Party directives to make a concentration of a housing project. 

One of the housing projects with which i became familiar because of my 
undercover work in the Communist Party was ty>e Fort Greene Housing Project 



1 



in Brooklyn, This Project had been what is called a Section in the organlaa- 
tlonal struct\ire of the Party until it was jnerged with the Boro Hall Section 



in" 1949, There were 60 members in the Projec 
Port Greene Club, the Frederick Douglass Club 
(Pgo 913 of previous testimony) 



t, divided into 3 clubs, the 
and the Walt 'JVhitman Club. 



The Port Greene Project has a population! of 2,000 to 3,000, and the 
nvunber of 60 Party members may appear small. ' However, if we consider the 
nvunber of Party members in proportion to the (total population of Brooklyn, 
I think we will find that 60 Party members in' the Port Greene Housing 
Project is a fairly high percentage. For example, Brooklyn has a popula- 
tion of about 3,500,000, The Party, while I iwas in it, claimed a member- 
ship of 5,000 to 6,000 in Brooklyn alone, uiiich would mean that the ratio 
was less than 2 commTinlsts out of every 1, OOoj population. A similar ratio 
for some 2,000 to 3,000 in the housing projecit would mean only about 5 
communists in the project. Even if the asstunjption that people of the 
socio-economic status living in housing projejcts are twice ks prone to be 
communists as the people comprising the averaige population in the entire 
borough is made, that might give us 10 or 12 Icommunists out of a population 
of 3,000, But certainly the n\imber of 60 Parjty members out of the 3,000 
persons in the Project is far out of line. Ijt would appear that some factor 
other than normal percentage of population or susceptibility to communist 
recruitment would have to account for such a Iconcentration of communists 
within one housing project. The conclusion that the factor involved is 
collusion with those yrtio assign apartments in' projects seems inescapable. 

This Fort Greene Section of the Communist Party operated so openly 
that it held a rally on April 3, 1947, in the' school located in the housinp- 
project for the purpose of protesting threats to outlaw the Communist Party, 
Al Neptune, one of the executive members of dhe Port Greene Section, announced 
that this Section had raised ^?1,400 toward the defense fund to be used by 
the Party to fight this threat, (Pg. 906 of pjrevious testimony) 

The Communist Party members in the Port .Greene Housing Proiect were 
also members of the Project's Tenants Council, and on several occasions 
when I was attending Section executive meetings held in the home of one of 
the Party members in the Project, the executive members of the three clubs 

If III ZnS.ll ToZcllT""^ '° "^"'""^ 

At one such Party meeting vtoich I attended, the question was raised 
as to whether or not t^e Port Greene Tenants ICouncil should conduct a Red 
Z'^ll I t Project. The comrades weife instructed that the Red Cross 

drive should not be conducted. The reason given was the propaganda line 
that the Red Cross segregated the blood of wl^ites and non-whites. This 
propaganda line served a double purpose - on^ was to produce racial strife 
^?/?r? J?^'/^^^'' f*^®'' purpose was t^o discredit the Red Cross and 

l^l lii-i the long-range planning of objectives that 

KonL i communist ^ctivitiea, I feel t^at the tension that existed in 

Korea at that time and v^iich resulted in the outbreak of hostilities a few 
months later was a motivating reason behind t^his expressed policy. How 
different It: was during World War II when the^ Soviet was on the side of the 

oii^^^^^*^'^ fighting Hitlerl At that time the Communist Par?y open?y 
conducted campaigns for the Red Cross and ur^ed all to donate blood so that 
our soldiers might ,b.e well supplied with blobd to save their lives. 



My tmdepcover work in the Communist Party brought me into direct 
participation in Party activities in the Gowahus Housing Projecto In 
March of 1950 the club of which I was a member, the Jay-Smith Club, was 
directed to make the Gowcinus Housing Project its concentration for Party 
activltiesp and the merabdrs were to canvass with the Daily and ^nday 
Workers, and were to conduct leaflet distributions in the Project, 
(Pgo 892 of previous testimony) 



Seven members of the Jay-Smith Club were 



tenants In the Gowanus 
to be members of the Tenants 
assignment of being on the 



Housing Project, and viille all were required 

Council in the Project, two had the specific 

executive board of the Council so that they could attend executive meetings 
and be in a position to direct its policy o llaura Fields was the Secretary 
of the Council, and inasmuch as she was well [versed in Marxist theory, had 
the task of writing the Council's newspaper so that it had the correct 
Marxist slant. Nettie Peuer was the Vice-President of the Council, and 
inasmuch as she was a comparatively new tenant in the Project and had not 
yet been exposed by word or deed to any suspicion of communist leanings, 
it became necessary to keep her above suspicion so that whenever the Party 
wanted a particular activity projected in the Tenants Council, she could 
do so and no one would suspect its motivations. Ann Bryant, viiio could not 
openly participate in Party activities because she was awaiting naturaliza- ^ 
tion and could not jeopardize it, was ordered by the Party to be active in 
the Tenants Council in furtherance of Party directives. At Party meetings, 
these comrades would be instructed as to what they should do at the next 
meeting of the Tenants Council, and when it Was felt they were not working 
effectively, they were criticized and reminded how they were to carry out 
Party directives. ! 

I 

Party directives to make the Gowanus Housing Project a concentration 
were strictly adhered tc in connection with the Party's spurious campaign 
for peace. In 1950 when the Party launched its intensive drive based on 
the circulation of the Stockholm Peace Petition, the Jay-Smith Club faith- 
fully followed orders to flood the housing project with leaflets on peace, 
and mobilized the membership to canvass every building in the project^ to 
secure signatures to the Stockholm Peace Petition. So important was this 
drive considered that three top-level functionaries of theBrooklyn CP., 
namely, Carl Vedro, then the Chairman of the' Brooklyn Party; Ben Davis, 
then the Regional Director of the Waterfront! Region; and Margaret Ilrumbein, 
Director of the highly selective training cakres conducted by the Party, 
participated in canvassing the Gowanus Housing Project with the Stockholm 
Peace Petition. (PgSo 951-955 in previous testimony) 

In 1951 when the communist-front organization for peace, the American 
Peace Crusade, was launched, right in the mitist of the Korean War, the 
same procedure was followed. The Party members canvassed the Project with 
peace ballots on the question of bringing our trooos back from Korea and for 
making peace with China, and distributed reprints of a Daily Worker editorial 
on hacArthur^s recall from his command in th^ Far East, the Korean War, and 
peace. Concerted canvassing was conducted In the Project to see if any of the 
tenants could be persuaded to attend the American Peace Crusade's conference 
for peace to be held in Chicago from June 29i to July 1, 1951, as delegates 
from the housing project, and the Party members in the Tenants Council had 
the task of trying to get a member of the Council to attend this peace 
conference as a delegate of the Gowanus Tenants Council. In addition, the 
Party members were ordered to see that peacel committees were established 



ainong the tenants In the various buildings of the Project, and the comi 
in- the Tenants Council were constantly ordered to project Party propage 
on peace at executive and membership meetings of the Council, relating 
need for peace to the basic issues of jobs, wages, prices, etCo (Pgs. 9 
960 of previous testimony) 

The ultimate purpose of all of this activity was to recruit the ten 
into the CP., but if that could not be accomplished, the very least the 
commvtnists hoDOrj to do was to gain support for [Party propaganda^ The sheer 
weight of numbers suTi)porting any propaganda campaign, either in the name of 
the Party, but more usually in the name of a front organization, might give 
the Impression that it was the actual will of | the people, and thus serve 
the Party in projecting its own airaSo i 

I learned also that the housing project in the Red Hook Section was 
considered Important to the Party. I personally knew two of the Party 
members living in the Red ^ook Housing Project, one Blanche Spindell, and 
the other known only to me as Moishe, who, along with myself, had been 
especially selected to attend a training cadre conducted by the County 
Committee of the Brooklyn, CoPo under the direction of Margaret Krtmibein, 
-v/hom I consider one of th;e most dangerous members of the C,P. because of 
her job to train potential leaders in the Parj^yo 

The Red Hook Housing Project was made the center of a demonstration 



held by the CoP. in its unceasing activity in 



behalf of Willie McGee, a 



southern Negro \Nho had relceived a death sentence for rapeo Execution was 
scheduled for May 8, 1951, and on the evening before, the Party conducted 
an all-night vigil on the mall of the Red Hook Housing Project demanding 
a stay of executiono The Party members were notified to participate in 
the vigil, as well as to call the CBS broadcasting station to demand that 
the Willie Mc&ee case be included in their nejnrs broadcasts in order that 
this case might be brought to the attention of the people of New York. 
By this type of activity the Party hoped to whip up racial antagonisms, 
and draw racial groups closer to the Party by representing itself as the 
defender of human and civil rights, and as the fighter for justice for 
the dov/ntroddeno 



I believe it was in 1955 that the tenant 
Project became involved in a fight against Gon 
tenants of housing projects to sign a loyalty 
a Rebeka Peters. It may be coincidence, but 
Conference for Peace held by the Brooklyn CP 
the speakers v/as introduced as Beckie Peters 



s of the Williamsburg Housing 
act which would have required 
oatho This fight was led by 
when I attended a Women's 
on May 26, 1951, one of 
of Willi amsbtxrgo 



I knew two members of the LaPassionara Club, the Party's Puerto Rican 
club in the Boro Hall Section, who were tenants in the Kingsboro Housing 
Projecto It was their particular task to work among the Puerto Ricans to 
recruit them into the Party* 



In view of ^at I consider the large nianiber of communists living in 
housing projects, I have often posed the following questions: Is it not 
significant that so many of them have gotten 
collusion? ^^ere they all taken in chronologi 



into the projects? Was there 
cal order of application? In 



connection with that particilar question I am thinking of Irving and Nettie 



Feuer v^o moved from the ! Bronx to the Gowanus 



It was, by the way, in their apartment that the meeting at vdiich I was 



Housing Project in Brooklyn. 




.^isxpelled from the' Party was held.'^EWr m'S^+^« t - j>~i . t ' 

• ngflcheck was made of iheir loyaltyivft seems ?o -^p f ^ T>os:ed^ is 'why 
tfon upop the Ame'rlcan |axpayLs ?Aat'thermust suLidfL^'i^re'nts"^^ ' 
people ^o are trying, to destroy the American way o? li?e 2/d I leef 
that loyalty oaths should be reoulrp^^ *. ^ i: 7 t' , ' 

housing projects.., required of the tenants in feddfal-subsitiized 

.J^!Jf!^^?ffkj^Jy y^^.^^ projUts as a fertlle)field for 



propaganda and for 

projects 



the disseminatioij'pf it!s 
the tenants into the Party. The 

people into one ar^a so that the communists can work mor 
readily among ^hem with a greater opportunity Sr success th. 
same people wfere dispersed over a lartr** vrn3> ^ It Z ' 

, f u wvox a xarge area. They theref oretser^ve 



the 
serye 
can 



eventual reel 
as a means o| 
work more eal 



Party well. 



i tnent . ,bf 

concentrating 
ily and 
if these 
the 
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